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Survey of Architecture History                                                        2026 Spring
Writing Sections (6000 Word Writing Credit)

ARC 1720-UFOW (10405). UF Online Writing section

ARC 1720-MCWR (10436). Main Campus Writing section
General Sections (No Writing Credit)

ARC 1720-UFON (10406). UF Online 

ARC1720-MCNW (10437). Main Campus 

ARC 1720-HSDE (10404). High School Dual Enrollment 

Instructor: Chang He, Ph.D.
Lecture Videos: UF Faculty, Sarah Gamble, Martin Gunderson, Chang He, Amie Edwards, and more
Graduate Teaching Assistants: Aaron Kerr, Breanna Pedraza, Isabel Ohnsman
Credit Hours: 3 credits
Contact: Dr. Chang He, Email: hechang@ufl.edu 
1. Introduction

Course Description:
This course is a survey of monumental buildings and their embodied architectural canon within the western civilization and international societies from the pre-historical ages to the current age. Demonstrating interactive relationships between form and idea in architecture throughout history across cultural and regional differences.

This general survey course of Architectural History is oﬀered for non-architectural major students and requires no previous knowledge of architectural history. It satisﬁes the University’s general education course requirements for Humanities (H) and international credit (N). For sections designated as ‘Writing Sections’, the course satisﬁes 6,000 words of the University’s Writing Requirement.

The primary objective of the course is to help students develop their own informed perspective for interpreting the built environment through a historical perspective. By examining architecture, landscape, and urban design across different historical periods, the course provides a systematic understanding of how architectural form, structure, aesthetic expression, and cultural meaning have evolved in response to specific social, technological, and environmental conditions. The course explores the connections between form and idea in the creation of architecture, emphasizing how design intentions are embedded within broader historical and intellectual contexts. Architectural context and landscape will be discussed to enable students to understand the reciprocal relationship between architecture and its surrounding environment, as well as the ways in which buildings both shape and are shaped by their cultural and spatial settings.
The course approaches architectural history through a series of themes, which organize the course material into 15 learning modules grouped into 6 sections. We are taking this thematic approach, in contrast to organizing the material chronologically, to focus on big ideas, rather than comprehensively covering all periods of history, architectural styles, etc.  We will survey monumental buildings and their embodied architectural canon within Western civilization and international societies from pre-historical ages to the present day. Demonstrating interactive relationships between form and idea in architecture throughout history across cultural and regional diﬀerences.

Throughout the course, architectural meaning and its embodiment will be emphasized. The course introduces fundamental principles of architectural design from a historical and critical perspective. As a result of learning, the students will begin to understand and interpret architecture as a historical, cultural, and aesthetic product, related to the time and place it was designed and constructed. The basic principles of design will become apparent and, as a result, these principles will prove meaningful to the student’s personal, cultural, and professional growth. Students are encouraged to articulate their evolving understanding and insights through reflective writing or short video presentations, using these formats to critically express how the course has shaped their perceptions of architectural history, aesthetics, cultural contexts, formal strategies, and design thinking.
Course Information:
This course is conducted entirely online through e-Learning in Canvas. Students do not need to be in Gainesville for any portion of this course. Canvas will be used for all communication and the distribution of course information, including lectures, assignments, and announcements.

The course is organized into 15 modules, each with corresponding lectures, videos, and readings. Lectures, available through links on the Canvas “Home” tab, will be populated with photographs, drawings, and other media to communicate key principles and examples. Assigned readings, with important visuals, will provide a broader context to the subject matter and support content discussed in lectures. Videos will expand on content included in lectures and readings. Students are required to watch and read the assigned lectures, videos, and readings, and will be quizzed on their understanding of the material throughout the course.

Sharing the same Canvas shell, this course is oﬀered in two formats: Writing Sections and General Sections. For students registered for a ‘Writing Section’, students will be required to complete weekly writing assignments to fulﬁll 6,000 words of the University’s Writing Requirement (https://undergrad.aa.uﬂ.edu/general-education/gen-ed- program/writing-requirement/), previously known as Gordon Rule. For students registered for a ‘General Section’, they will be required to complete three video reporting assignments.

Course Objectives

By the end of this course, you will be able to:

1. Develop an informed perspective to interpret architecture as a historical, cultural, and aesthetic product, including a comparative perspective of architectural history across historical, cultural, and geographic differences. 

2. Identify fundamental principles of architectural design from a historical and critical perspective.

3. Interpret how architecture is adapted to local physical conditions, including natural / built environments, and structural / material considerations. 

4. Interpret how architecture is adapted to human factors.

5. Identify notable examples from architectural history, along with key specifics about design, location, context, time period, style, and designer. 

6. Reflect on the perspectives and experiences of architectural designers, clients, users, and others, along with their needs and preferences.

7. For students enrolled in a Writing Section, Ability to express themselves and communicate through writing, in alignment with the University's Writing Requirement.

2. Course Details
Course Module:
Week 1 (Jan 12-Jan 17)
Module 1_Origin
Module 1 is the first of two modules introducing students to the study of architectural history. Module 1 focuses on two facets of architectural design and construction: (1) materials and structure; and (2) the elements of architecture.

Week 2 (Jan 20-Jan 24, *Jan 19 Holiday)
Module 2_ Architectural Styles, drawings, and roles

Module 2 is the second of two modules introducing students to the study of architectural history. Module 2 focuses on three topics: (1) architectural style; (2) architectural drawings; and (3) the three primary roles of individuals involved in the design and use of architecture.
Week 3 (Jan 26-Jan 31)
Module 3_Landscape pt.1

Module 3 is the first of two modules studying the relationship between architecture and landscape. The module focuses on three specific relationships: architecture integrated into the landscape, architecture in response to the landscape, and architecture which constructs meaning in the landscape.
Week 4 (Feb 2-Feb 7)
Module 4_Landscape pt.2

Module 4 is the second of two modules studying the relationship between architecture and landscape. The module looks specifically at the way water and land shape each other and examples of architecture that engage this relationship.
Week 5 (Feb 9-Feb 14)
Module 5_ Site and Permanence
Module 5 explores site and permanence in relationship to cultural ideas and architectural form set within the landscape. Through historical and comparative case studies, the module examines how architectural permanence is shaped by cultural values, environmental conditions, and landscape strategies, and how the notion of site mediates between material form, symbolic meaning, and long-term spatial continuity.
Week 6 (Feb 16-Feb 21)
Module 6_Materiality
Module 6 focuses on architectural materials, building upon Module 1's introduction to materials and structure. 

Week 7 (Feb 23-Feb 28)
Module 7_Structure and Architecture Language
Module 7 is the first of two modules exploring structure. The focus is on structure and architecture language to explore the history of construction systems and cultural symbolic meaning. Through historical examples, the module examines how structural systems give rise to distinct architectural languages, shaping formal expression, spatial logic, and symbolic communication across different cultural and historical contexts.
Week 8 (Mar 2-Mar 7)
Module 8_Structural Integration

Module 8 is the second of two modules exploring structure. The focus is on structure integration with the architecture itself. In some cases, architecture and structure are one-in-the-same, or alternatively, they can be separate systems working together. 

Week 9 (Mar 9-Mar 13)
Module 9_Scale and Experience
Module 9 focuses on two related topics within architectural design: scale and experience. The architectural examples explore how we navigate and comprehend our spatial environment within our human bodies and using our five senses, creating unique multi-sensory experiences. 

Week 10 (Mar 16-Mar 21, *Spring Break)
No Class
Week 11 (Mar 23-Mar 28)
Module 10_Culture and Thought
Module 10 focuses on architecture in the context of ideas, customs, and social behaviors inherent to culture.
Week 12 (Mar 30-Apr 4)
Module 11_Urbanity and Settlement
Module 11 focuses on urbanity and settlement, as defined by cities or towns and their prescribed origin. The module explores several ancient cities to discover how the concept of urban planning evolved over time.
Week 13 (Apr 6-Apr11)
Module 12_Housing
Module 12 focuses on the topic of housing, an architectural typology familiar to us all and present throughout human history. The module content looks specifically at housing in post-war America, a time of great transition in the United States following World War II. 
Week 14 (Apr 13-Apr 18)
Module 13_Technology

Module 13 focuses on technology and its influences on the design and construction of architecture throughout history. 
Week 15 (Apr 20-Apr 24)
Module 14_Technology/Module 15_Climate Resiliency
Module 14 focuses on the economic side of architecture and how finances are woven throughout the making and use of architectural and public urban spaces. Module 14 also introduces and analyzes architectural case studies from Chicago and New York, examining how economic forces, development models, and financial mechanisms shape architectural form, urban space, and patterns of use in United States contexts; Module 15 explores the impact of environmental hazards on historic cities, districts, and historic architecture and how their caretakers are responding. 
Assignments

Canvas Terms

Links to all assignments are accessed in the ‘Assignments’ tab in Canvas.

Please note the day / time each assignment is:

“available”: This is the date / time that the assignment will be accessible to students.

“due”: This is the date / time that the assignment is due for submission to receive full credit.

“until”: This is the date / time the assignment will close. No submissions will be accepted beyond this date / time. Any submissions submitted between the “due” date and the time the assignment closes will be subject a grade reduction per the late work policy (see below). 

All times are listed in Eastern Standard Time (EST), the time zone of Gainesville. If you are taking the course outside of the EST, you should adjust the time zone settings in Canvas.

 

Quizzes (All Students)

There will be 15 quizzes over the semester, each covering 1 module. Quiz 1 covers Module 1, Quiz 2 covers Module 2, and so on. The quiz questions will be multiple choice and some questions will utilize images from the course material. Within Canvas, quiz questions will be randomly selected from question banks, generating many versions of each quiz.

Only 13 of the 15 quizzes will be used to tabulate the student’s final grade. The two lowest scoring quizzes will be discarded.

 

Weekly Discussion (All Students)

Each week, students will dialogue using the Canvas Discussion Tool in response to a provided prompt. Each student is asked to make a minimum of 2 comments per week.

 

Weekly Writing (Required for ‘Writing Sections’ only)
Students will author weekly writing responses to provided prompts and provide peer review on other students' responses. Over the course of the semester, the successful completion of the series of Writing assignments, at a minimum of 400 words per week, will satisfy the 6000 words for the University Writing Requirement (aka Gordon Rule).

Students will submit the writing responses via a provided text box for grading. Students may integrate images with captions and quotes within their responses. Students are required to cite their sources in Chicago Style formatting. Canvas has an integrated word count tool, which provides a word count for the submission. Take note, the official word count, in terms of contributing to the total 6000 words for the University's Writing Credit, does not include text for image captions, citations, or quotations. The teaching team will also use the word count tool within Microsoft Word, when needed, to clarify an official word count for each submission.

Software integrated into Canvas will assist the teaching team in grading writing assignments. For example, Turnitin is a software that reviews students’ papers to prevent plagiarism and protect authorship. The software assesses the percentage of text within the students’ paper that is drawn from outside sources, both properly cited text and improperly cited text.

 

Video Reporting (Required for ‘General Sections’ only)

At three points in the semester, students will create short videos about architectural works of their choice and peer review other students' submissions. These videos will visually capture the architectural works through photographs, maps, drawings, etc., found in the students' research and be narrated by the student. Students are required to cite their sources in Chicago Style formatting. 

 

Extra Credit

Extra credit is offered at the sole discretion of the instructor. Any offerings of extra credit will be posted in the “Announcements” section of Canvas.

Grading Policy
The teaching team will make every eﬀort to have assignments graded and posted as soon as possible. Weekly Quizzes and Weekly Discussions will be graded and posted within one week of the due date. Weekly Writing and Video Reporting assignments will be graded and posted within two weeks of the assignment due date, which includes the time needed for students to peer review each other’s submissions.
 

Course Grading Policy

For the ‘Writing Sections’, your grade will be a tabulation of the following:

	Assignment
	Points
	Percentage

	Quizzes (13 total)
	390 (30 each)
	39%

	Weekly Discussion (15 total)
	160 (10 each + 10 for full participation)
	16%

	Weekly Writing (15 total)
	450 (30 each)
	45%

	Total
	1000
	100%


 

For the ‘General Sections’, your grade will be a tabulation of the following:

	Assignment
	Points
	Percentage

	Quizzes (13 total)
	390 (30 each)
	39%

	Weekly Discussion (15 total)
	160 (10 each + 10 for full participation)
	16%

	Video Reporting (3 total)
	450 (150 each)
	45%

	Total
	1000
	100%


All dates / times assignments are due is specified on Canvas.

Grading Scale:

	Letter Grade
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-
	E

	Numeric Grade
	100-95
	94-90
	89-87
	86-83
	82-80
	79-77
	76-73
	72-70
	69-67
	66-63
	62-60
	0

	Quality Points
	4.0
	3.67
	3.33
	3.0
	2.67
	2.33
	2.0
	1.67
	1.33
	1.0
	0.67
	0.0


Class assignments and the final papers will be graded by Dr. Chang He and the School of Architecture arranged graduate graders. Once a grade is announced, it remains as the final. Academic integrity will be highly maintained, and no plagiarism is tolerated.

You can find the university grading policy at: 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/grades-grading-policies/ .

Requirements for class assignments and other work in this course are consistent with university policies that can be found at: https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx .
General Education Objectives and Learning Outcomes

Humanities (H)

This course is a Humanities (H) subject area course in the UF General Education Program.  Humanities courses must aﬀord students the ability to think critically through the mastering of subjects concerned with human culture, especially literature, history, art, music, and philosophy, and must include selections from the Western canon. Students will learn to identify and analyze the relevant factors that shape thought. These courses emphasize clear and eﬀective analysis and approach issues and problems from multiple perspectives.

https://undergrad.aa.uﬂ.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/ (https://undergrad.aa.uﬂ.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-objectives/)Links to an external site.
 

Humanities Student Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of the course, students will be able to:

· Identify, describe, and explain the history, underlying theory, and methodologies used in the course (Content).

· Identify and analyze key elements that shape thoughts and ideas within the subject.

· Approach issues and problems within the discipline from multiple perspectives, logically analyze information, and develop reasoned solutions to problems within the subject area. (Critical Thinking).

· Communicate knowledge, thoughts, and reasoning clearly and eﬀectively
(Communication).

 

International (N)

This course also meets the International (N) subject area course of the UF General Education Program. International courses promote the development of students’ global and intercultural awareness. Students examine the cultural, economic, geographic, historical, political, and/or social experiences and processes that characterize the contemporary world, and thereby comprehend the trends, challenges, and opportunities that affect communities around the world. Students analyze and reflect on the ways in which cultural, economic, political, and/or social systems and beliefs mediate their own and other people’s understanding of an increasingly connected world.

 

International Student Learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of the course, students will be able to:

· Identify, describe, and explain the historical, cultural, economic, political, and/or social experiences and processes that characterize the contemporary

· Analyze and reflect on the ways in which cultural, economic, political, and/or social systems and beliefs mediate understandings of an increasingly connected contemporary world.

 

Please refer to the UF General Education Program  https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/ Links to an external site. for more information on the Humanities (H) and International (N) subject areas.

 

Writing Requirement

For students registered for a ‘Writing Section’, this course provides 6,000 words towards the Writing Requirement (https://undergrad.aa.uﬂ.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/writing-requirement/)Links to an external site. (WR), which ensures students both maintain their ﬂuency in writing and use writing as a tool to facilitate learning. While helping students meet the broad learning outcomes of content, communication, and critical thinking, students will be evaluated and provided feedback on written assignments with respect to grammar, punctuation, clarity, coherence, and organization.

For ‘Writing Sections’, student evaluations have two components. At the conclusion of the course, students will receive both a grade and a writing evaluation (Yes or No) on completion of the required writing. To receive Writing Requirement credit, a student must receive a grade of C or higher and a satisfactory completion of the writing component of the course, per the minimum word requirement and other criteria outlined in the Writing Requirement rubric. Students who do not successfully satisfy the Writing Requirement will not receive credit. This policy will be strictly enforced.

Note: It is possible to pass the course, while not receiving credit toward the Writing Requirement. Please refer to the ‘Writing Requirement’ policy outlined in the Undergraduate Catalog(https://catalog.uﬂ.edu/UGRD/student-responsibilities/writing-requirement (https://catalog.uﬂ.edu/UGRD/student-responsibilities/writing-requirement)Links to an external site.  for complete information.

3. Class Regulations

Required Textbook:
None. All readings are accessible through Canvas.

 

Prerequisites:
There are no prerequisites for this course.

 

Minimum Technology Requirements:
As with all online classes, students need ample access to a computer with speakers/headphones and the internet to watch lectures and videos, listen to podcasts, take quizzes, turn in assignments, etc. Remember, students can gain access to the internet through private (i.e. home internet service or a smartphone) and public means (i.e. a public library or UF campus).

Students in the 'Writing Sections' need access to text editing software, like Microsoft Word. Students in the 'General Sections' need access to software to make short videos with voice overs, two examples are Microsoft Powerpoint and Zoom.

 

Minimum Technical Skills:
· To complete your tasks in this course, you will need a basic understanding of operating a computer and how to use Canvas, word processing software ('Writing Sections') and software of your choice to make short videos ('General Sections').   Digital Information Literacy Skills 
In addition to the content provided within the Canvas course, you will need digital information literacy skills to conduct research and similar tasks, which are needed to further your learning in the course and complete assignments. These skills include:

·  Using online search tools for academic purposes, including the ability to use search criteria, keywords, and ﬁlters,  

· Using online libraries, databases, and similar to locate and gather appropriate information 

· Analyzing digital information for credibility, currency, and bias (e.g. disinformation, misinformation, etc.) 

· Properly citing information sources 

 

Materials/Supply Fees:
There is no supply fee for this course.


Zoom:
Zoom is an easy-to-use video conferencing service available to all UF students, faculty, and staff that allows for meetings of up to 100 participants. While there are no scheduled meeting times for this course, Zoom is often used to meet with the teaching team and/or to complete video reporting assignments ('General Sections').

You can find resources and help using Zoom at the University of Florida's ZoomLinks to an external site.
(https://uﬂ.zoom.us/)Links to an external site. website.

4. Academic Policies
For the UF academic policies, academic resources, and campus health and wellness resources, please visiting https://go.ufl.edu/syllabuspolicies for more information.  

5. UF Policies
University Policy on Accommodating Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to request academic accommodations should connect with the disability Resource Center by visiting https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started/ . It is important for students to share their accommodation letter with their instructor and discuss their access needs, as early as possible in the semester.

University Policy on Academic Misconduct: Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community. Students should be sure that they understand the UF Student Honor Code at http://www.dso.ufl.edu/students.php .

Netiquette: Communication Courtesy: All members of the class are expected to follow rules of common courtesy in all email messages, threaded discussions and chats. Refer to the university policy at: http://teach.ufl.edu/docs/NetiquetteGuideforOnlineCourses.pdf 
Canvas Help: For issues with technical difficulties for E-learning in Canvas, please contact the UF Help Desk at:
· Learning-support@ufl.edu 
· (352) 392-HELP - select option 2

· https://lss.at.ufl.edu/help.shtml 
Other resources: at http://www.distance.ufl.edu/getting-help for:

· Counseling and Wellness resources

· Disability resources

· Resources for handling student concerns and complaints

· Library Help Desk support

Should you have any complaints with your experience in this course, please visit http://www.distance.ufl.edu/student-complaints to submit a complaint. 
The online course evaluation process: Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/ . Students will be notified when the evaluation period opens and can complete evaluations through the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/ . Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/publicresults/ .
