BCN 1010:  History of Construction
3 course hours
Fall 2025
Online
Instructor:
Mark Russell, Ph.D., PE
Rinker Hall, Room 331
e-mail: russ1307@ufl.edu 
352-273-1172
Office Hours:
M, W, Th, F: 10:30 AM – 1:30 PM or by appointment
Course Website:
http://elearning.ufl.edu
Course Communications: It is best to send questions to the instructor by email.  
Recommended Textbooks:
Buildings: 3,000 Years of Design, Engineering, and Construction.  Bill Addis.  ISBN-10: 9780714869391, Phaidon press

This text is currently out of print; but you can find used versions. 

There is a pdf version available through the UF Bookstore

Materials and Supplies Fees: None
Course Description: Traces Western building technology from prehistoric man to the present. Development of the art and science of building.
Prerequisite Knowledge and Skills: None
Course Goals and/or Objectives (Required): By the end of this course, students will. . . 
1. Evaluate the key characteristics of major historic buildings and construction projects throughout the world.  
2. Evaluate the evolution of materials and technology in a context of history and resilience principles.  
3. Evaluate the evolution of architecture, engineering, and style in the context of the built environment.  
4. Seek to understand how movements in political, financial, and military power impacted the evolution of construction engineering and management.  
5. Analyze how advances in global technology influenced advances in how we conduct our business in the built environment—in technical and non-technical respects.  
6. Identify and analyze the great people who pushed construction engineering, architecture, and management forward—their genius, the obstacles they had to overcome, and what they accomplished.
Instructional Methods: The course material will be presented using readings, videos, and power points. Students will read each chapter or assigned text and take an on-line quiz.  Students will be expected to participate in weekly discussion forums. All the quizzes, discussions, and tests will be held online, through e-learning. The questions will be in multiple choice, true/false, and matching relationships format. The tests are non-cumulative but will assume that you have understood everything in the previous chapters.
UF Policies:

Accessing University Academic Policies and Campus Resources
To support consistent and accessible communication of university-wide student resources, please use this link to academic policies and campus resources: https://go.ufl.edu/syllabuspolicies.
Course Policies:

Attendance Policy:  Requirements for class attendance and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this course are consistent with university policies that can be found at:  https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
Quiz/Exam DAtes/Policies: Exams and quizzes will be timed from the commencement of the exam.  Closing and reentering the exam/quiz will not be permitted.  Thus, it is recommended that you set aside the appropriate amount of time before commencing the exam.
Make-up Policy: You are responsible for staying on top of your coursework throughout the semester.  Be aware of the closing dates of the quizzes and tests as you WILL NOT be allowed to make up quizzes if you miss the availability period.  
Assignment Policy: Discussion boards will be used to promote student interaction on topics every week in the course. To promote better interaction, it is recommended that your initial post for each discussion board be made by Thursday at the middle of the week the discussion is assigned. The comments on your classmate’s posts for each discussion board are due by 11:59 pm on Sunday at the end of that week. 
Course Technology: This course utilizes Canvas as a repository for all course material including lecture notes, quizzes, and grades. It is the student’s responsibility to take advantage of the university resources to learn how to utilize Canvas. 
· http://helpdesk.ufl.edu 
· (352) 392-HELP - select option 2

Grading Policies:

Grading Policy 

Grades for this course will be determined by a combination of quizzes and exams. No late assignments will be accepted. There will be no make-up work provided, unless there is a documented medical emergency. Please keep in contact with the Course Instructor through the e-Learning email system about anticipated conflicts with submitting work in a timely manner. Flexibility is much more feasible prior to submission deadlines than after the fact.  

 Grade Release 

Your score for your quizzes will be available immediately following your submission; however, you will not see the questions and/or answers.  Your test scores will be released after the timed period is over.  Again, only your score will be released. All timed assessments will be released to Gradebook’ after the availability period has ended.  
	Assignment
	Points or percentage

	Quizzes
	12 at 10 points each                                                120 points

	Tests
	4 at 50 points each                                                   200 points

	Discussions
	12 at 10 points each                                                 120 points

	Total
	                                                                                      440 points


Weekly Discussion Board:

Each week the students will be expected to comment on at least one post from the previous week. The initial posts would be between 100 to 200 words. Your comments should be meaningful and significant to hold a conversation. Comments like “good job” and “great work” will not be accepted.

Grading Scale: Based on percentage of total points

	Letter Grade 
	A 
	A- 
	B+ 
	B 
	B- 
	C+ 
	C 
	C- 
	D+ 
	D 
	D- 
	E 

	Numeric Grade 
	93-100 
	90-
92.99 
	87-
89.99 
	83-
86.99 
	80-
82.99 
	77-
79.99 
	73-
76.99 
	70-
72.99 
	67-
69.99 
	63-
66.99 
	60-
62.99 
	0-
59.9 

	Quality Points 
	4.0 
	3.67 
	3.33 
	3.0 
	2.67 
	2.33 
	2.0 
	1.67 
	1.33 
	1.0 
	0.67 
	0.0 


 For more information, see: http
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Course Schedule:
Critical Dates: Available in course Schedule on course website.
A Weekly Schedule of Topics and ASsignments:
	
	Date
	Assignments


	Topic

	Week 1
	25 August
	Assign: Module 1
Due: 31 August
	Introduction

	Week 2
	1 September
	Assign: Module 2
Due:  7 September 
	Building and Engineering in Ancient Times: 1000 B.C. – A.D. 500

	Week 3
	8 September

	Assign: Module 3 

Due:  14 September
	The Medieval Era: 500 – 1400

	Week 4
	15 September
	Assign: Module 4

Exam 1
Due:    21 September
	The Renaissance: 1400 – 1630

	Week 5
	22 September
	Assign: Module 5
Due:  28 September
	Global Trading and the Age of Reason and Enlightenment: 1630 – 1750

	Week 6
	29 September
	Assign: Module 6
Due:  5 October
	Engineering Becomes a Profession: 1750 - 1800

	Week 7
	6 October
	Assign: Module 7
Due:  12 October
	The Harmony of Theory and Practice: 1800 - 1860

	Week 8
	13 October
	 Exam 2
Due:  19 October
	

	Week 9 
	20 October
	Assign: Module 8
Due:  26 October
	The Birth of the Modern Building 1860 – 1920

	Week 10
	27 October
	Assign: Module 9
Due:  2 November
	Architectural Engineering: 1920 - 1960

	Week 11
	3 November
	Assign: Module 10 
Due: 9 November          
	The Computer Age and the Greening of Construction: 1960 - present

	Week 12
	10 November
	Exam 3
Due:  16 November
	

	Week 13
	17 November
	Assign: Module 11
Due: 23 November
	International Construction

	Week 14
	24 November
	Assign: Module 12
Due:  3 December
	Conclusion

	Week 15
	1 December
	            Exam 4

Due:  3 December
	


Disclaimer: This syllabus represents my current plans and objectives.  As we go through the semester, those plans may need to change to enhance the class learning opportunity.  Such changes, communicated clearly, are not unusual and should be expected.
Last update:  8 January 2026
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