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Many of the previous studies of students’ behavior in disasters are structured on statistical data analysis of students’ homogeneity, underestimating the subjectivity nature of the human element in the process, and neglecting the non-student groups within these communities. The main objective of this research is to identify characteristics of distinct subgroups within communities of institutions of higher education that make them less prepared than others, such as the cultural differences between domestic and international students in a disaster context, in order to improve the understanding of the college community social structure which will be reflected on improving the preexisting emergency communication to enhance the overall university disaster risk management, focusing particularly on hurricanes rather than any other severe weather hazard. The study will consider employees as well as students, since employees in institutions of higher education are usually studied in Mass-Violence studies and overlooked in disaster studies. In addition to analyzing factors of vulnerability for college community sub-groups, the research team will be studying the preparedness of the college community, the changes of stress levels among its members, and measure their satisfaction for the current hurricane alerting system during the last hurricane alert (Hurricane Dorian) during the first week of September, 2019, in order to improve the university emergency planning, and possibly achieve a customized communication methods for different groups within that community. 
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