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Syllabus
I am unquestionably deformed by relationships with everything that surrounds me.










Walter Benjamin

Course description
Advanced Graduate Design Studio 3 explores the reciprocal relationship between cultural, historical and physical context and building tectonics.  Vicenza,  Chioggia, and Venice,  three cities with great historical depth that are easily accessible to documentation, and analysis through repeated firsthand visits-provide the setting for in depth study and  building projects. Lengthly projects will be developed for Vicenza and Chioddia, while short exercises will be proposed for Venice waterfront.  Each project or “tectonic probe” requires a thoughtful and ongoing documentation and analysis of the cities and the transformation of specific sites through building intervention. Programmatically, the probes are public buildings with programs set within historically, spatially and culturally significant sites. The design purpose of the probes is to study the act of construction and its importance in the making of place in the interphase between the public open and conditioned realms: a dialogue between urban multimodal itineraries, historic artifacts, contemporary culture, production of goods, marking the ground, the use of bounds and foundations; making space for human occupation. Investigations of ancient, traditional, currently available, and potential future structural methods and constructional materials; their relation to regional building traditions, spatial character, culture and climate, as well as to more widely-deployed universal technological developments are explored using the vehicle of a strategically located intervention. Throughout the investigation and the proposals, the course will operate at superposed levels of complexity linking environmental conditions; in particular those related to the aquatic condition, to human appropriation of natural resources, cultural, social and economic inclusiveness to the creation of significant and appropriate spaces. The studio will establish exchanges with Italian academic institutions such as Cities on Water, IUAV, and the Schools of Architecture in Pescara, Rome, Naples, Matera and the Milan Polytechnic.
,
Specific Studio methods

· Urban analysis applied techniques.( Land uses, Densities, mobility, building typologies and implicit coding,  public and private realms, modeling , governance and participation)
· Urban Acupuncture opportunities identification and exploration.
· Experiential learning through cultural disciplinary exchanges.
· Strategies developed to analyze and design utilizing acts of making or methods
construction as initial generators of architectural form and space, rather than as final product of design process, i.e., the tectonic probe.
· Developing a sequence of structural, material, and contextual investigations: relation to historic conditions, interior and exterior space, light and shadow; inhabitation and experience. 
· The establishment and evaluation of strategies for creation of meaning and character through construction and material; to establish the essential importance of construction in the experiential realization and meaningful inflection of architectural program in a particular place.
Travel-Design Journal
Travel figures as important reflective and generative component of the VIA design studio. As a supplement to the studio design work, all students are asked develop and keep a log or journal that records things encountered in travel. The journal may take any form or any combination of media but its purpose documental and  both generative and reflective-directed by studio and MRP interests and following the lead of le Corbusier’s “Journey to the East”, or the Poème de L’angle Droit (The Poem of Right Angle).The students will carry at all times a paper measuring tape, and document interesting details through measure and material understanding.
Weekly Thesis Discussions

Mondays we will devote the last hour of studio time to a discussion of the Masters Research Projects. During the course of the semester, each student is expected to make a brief presentation of their work sharing theses, research methods grounded in architectural making, travel journals focusing in particular in the relationship between the Italy studio work, the travel explorations and their MRP.

On September 26, we will develop an optional trip to Verona MarmoMac
Trento day visit to the work of Renzo Piano (October 31rst). This visit will be coordinated with the group.

Coordinated visit to the Venice Art Biennale optional in  a October  or November weekend date

 Visits with Italian / Spanish architects will be attempted (Mario Cuccinella Architects, Octavio Mestre )
Calendar
Week 01-02 :Vicenza Project-Interventions . The walled medieval city The Renaissance developments: the Palladian ideas. The River city and the natural aquatic system. Land use changes, transportation issues, residential commercial and industrial areas. The representational spaces and the identity of the City. Central and peripheral areas.
Site identification and documentation.   August 26 Bacchilione RiverTour / Wednesday August 28 Venezia tour
.
Week 03.  Documentation of at least three buildings relevant to the Vicenza project through web documents (and then in situ) 
Week 04 Vicenza River project Development in alternative   sites selection.  Vals tour 09.10 to 09.14.
Weeks 05-06  Project Development. MarmoMac Optional Visit in Verona 09.26
Mid-term Jury September 30  A completed architectural and tectonic proposal, fully developed from urban context, site scale, to building scale and interiors as appropriate to the project program, including architectural documentation of investigations of structure and construction materials as they are inflected by the environmental qualities, and regional construction practices of the context.
Week 07- : October 01 04  Rome trip 
Week 08     October 05 -13 Fall Break
Week 9-15  Day trips to  Chioggia site and Venice, Art Biennale. Chioggia Public /Private Building located in the renovated urban proposal development by the individual student..   Project Development
 Week 16  Final Review December 02
A completed architectural and tectonic proposal, fully developed from urban and site scales, to building scale and interiors as appropriate to the project program, including architectural documentation of investigations of structure and construction materials as they are inflected by the environmental qualities, and regional construction practices of the context.

Sources and Influences

The materials brought to this course by both the faculty and the students will have a significant impact on the direction the course will take.  It is assumed that travel-particularly to the project site generates an increasing familiarity with their history and current physical appearance. There is an abundant set of possible sources for architectural readings, historical readings, web sites, cinema and art that can be brought to discussions and design studies.
This class has no required texts, but it is expected that you will develop a reading list supporting your design research. In regards to travel, there are numerous books in the VIA library that can give an excellent background for the studio and personal travel. 
Books on Italy and Palladio/ 
Books on Carlo Scarpa

Journey to the East and the Poème de L’angle Droit (The Poem of Right Angle). Le Corbusier
Transforming Barcelona, edited by Tim Marshall, Routledge

Barcelona, The Urban Evolution of a Compact City, Joan Busquets, Harvard University, Graduate books in reserve School of Design

Urban Change and the European left, Tales from the New Barcelona, Donald McNeill, Routledge

Building Barcelona, A Second renaixenca, Peter Rowe, Actar

Barcelona, by Robert Hughes, Knopf.
For Italy ,
Ambitectura, hacia un tratado de arquitectura, ciudad y ambiente Ruben Pesci /junio 2007.Editorial CEPA
For Venice:

Venezia: la nuova Architettura Marco de Michelis. Skira 1999

Venezia: contra el Agua, con el Agua. Ambiente No.78
Mille Allogi per Venezia: I programmi di ricupero Urbano e la costruzzione della nuova citta’. Arsenale Editrice/ Comune di Venezia.
Venezia: il nuovo piano urbanístico Leonardo Benévolo. Editori Laterza 1996

Hyperadriatica: Venezia Ascoli Pescara . Pepe Barbieri 2008

For Paris:  Seven Ages of Paris, Alistair Horne

For Berlin: Berlin, David Clay Large

For London:  London, The Biography, Peter Ackroyd

For Rome: Rome from the Ground up, James McGregor

For Florence: Florence a Portrait, Michael Levey.

Room Use 

Since many students are working in the same room it is essential that you work quietly and unobtrusively, that you respect your fellow student's work, and that you clean up after you are finished. Please note that Spray Painting anywhere on the VIA grounds is prohibited.

Safety

Please use every precaution in the studio. Note that power tools are prohibited in the studio.

Policy on Retaining Work

The University of Florida, College of Design, Construction, and Planning policy states that student work may be retained indefinitely for academic purposes. You should be prepared for the instructor to ask that it be exhibited or photographed during or after the term.  Having your work retained for photography or exhibition is evidence of its quality and value to the School. You will be able either to retrieve your original work or retrieve it temporarily to make copies or photograph it for your personal use if it is retained for the school archives. The students will submit the term work for the SOA records in accordance to the provided template.
Attendance 
There is no possibility to make up a missed studio session. Notes will be useless, and although a long conversation with a fellow student will help you begin to figure out what to do to prepare for the next session, it can never make up the learning. A session with your professor may or may not be possible and cannot duplicate the collective conversation. As a result our policy on attendance is extremely strict: 

ANY absence must be explained; i.e. call into the office and have a note left for your professor or an email. It is your responsibility to get the assignments from your fellow students. Unexcused absences will adversely affect your grade and excessive absences can result in a failing grade.  The number of absences adversely affecting your grade is at the discretion of the professor. Lateness is not permitted if not justified.  It is never permissible to miss a Critique. Nor is it permissible to be late or to leave early. It will be considered a direct insult to your fellow classmates and the invited critics. 

If something is seriously wrong please do not hesitate to talk to your professor about it. Arrangements will be made to cope with serious illness, family or personal crises. 
Performance 

As you know, there are no tests in Design. There are also no right or wrong answers per se. You will not be taking in information over the course of the term and regurgitating it in another form. You will begin as you will go on - by making things over and over and over. Each time you will take on new questions or the same questions at another level of sophistication. Therefore, there is no single answer for which we are looking. We will give you feedback on the directions you have taken, suggestions for further work, and assess the architectural implications of your projects. 

Our goals for you are:

(1.) to have at your fingertips a thousand fruitful ways to approach any problem and 

(2.) to learn to critique yourselves effectively. What we ask from you is a concerted effort, an innovative take on the problem, constructions that raise architectural issues, and, most importantly, for you to challenge yourself and be constantly willing to continue to develop a scheme. Grades will be assigned as much on dedication and improvement as on talent - if you enter the course gifted and sit on your skill all term, you will not get an A. 

You will be graded not only on the work itself but also in your ability to perform on the goals stated above. All grading  will follow UF policies that you can find at: http://vl\VW.registrar. ufl.edu/catalog/policies/regulationgrades.html 

To clarify the system of grading for studio classes: 

A
Outstanding work only 

A-
Close to outstanding

B+
Very Good Work 

B
Good Work 

B-
Good work with some problems

C+
Slightly Above Average Work 

C
Average Work 

C-
Average Work with some problems

D+
Poor Work with some effort 

D
Poor Work 

E
Inadequate Work 
Regarding accommodations for students with disabilities

"Students requesting classroom accommodation must first register with the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to the Instructor when requesting accommodation. 
ARC 6356 VIA ADVANCED Architectural Design   Fall 2019     Professor Martha Kohen

Assignments Description for NAAB

The general objectives of the course are described in the Syllabus. The course included three distinct exercises, with specific results and products.

Assignment 1     VICENZA River acupuncture.

Students are required to conduct a group collaborative an urban analysis of the city, inclusive of historical evolution, land uses, transportation systems, residential, commercial and industrial areas, understanding of the representational spaces of the city, and focusing on the water courses relationship to the human settlement. Each student individually has to then select a river related site for his intervention, identifying its programmatic possibilities. For the midterm conclusion of the assignment, we require a completed architectural and tectonic proposal, fully developed from urban context, site scale and landscape, to building scale and interiors as appropriate to the project program, including architectural documentation of investigations of structure and construction materials, as related to environmental qualities and contextual regional construction practices. The students will develop seven different programs located in different sites, addressing a new awareness between the city and its watercourses. The duration of the exercise is seven weeks.

Assignment 2   workshop on specific aquatic issues
The ARC 6356 will  host an International Workshop involving students and professors from three Italian Universities to work on specific proposals for an informal settlements
Assignment 2   Chioggia Project: the missing diamond

A site was selected by the professor in the lacunar city of Chioggia in the Veneto. Students will be asked to conduct a collaborative analysis if the city and its environment, inclusive of the natural systems at play, the history and evolution of the urban fabric, the  multi modal systems , land use analysis, built typologies and public spaces. Each student will then make his master plan of the area and develop a program and project for restructuring the site, including urban interventions and the development of significant architectural and open space components
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