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WORK 

Coastal Planning Specialist, Florida Sea Grant         Gainesville, Largo & Miami, Florida
EXPERIENCE
Design and execute Florida Sea Grant’s Coastal Planning Program. Evaluate needs by engaging communities in dialogue about coastal planning issues. Plan and host professional development workshops for local government planners, attorneys, managers, staff, and private consultants on legal issues in adaptation to sea-level rise. Develop collaborative grant proposals focused on identified community needs and research involving coastal hazards; manage and participate in grant-funded projects. Conduct outreach and extension activities on coastal hazards. Conduct legal research and publish on issues arising from adaptation planning for sea-level rise. Develop, populate, and maintain a website on coastal planning legal resources and news related to current issues. Hire and supervise student research assistants and interns. Lead the Florida Sea Grant Climate Change Working Action Group.    2010-present

Assistant in Environmental Law, Center for Governmental
        Gainesville, Florida
Responsibility and Inst. for Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida
Act as liaison between UF IFAS and College of Law for programmatic legal needs of IFAS extension programs.  Work with the Program for Resource Efficient Communities in IFAS to develop legal strategies to allow for long-term implementation of low-impact development techniques. Collaborate with UF faculty and extension agents on marine and boating law projects by providing legal research component.  Manage grants and contracts. 

Assist director of UF Law’s Conservation Clinic to supervise Conservation Clinic student projects both at UF Law and in San José, Costa Rica for UF Law and the University of Costa Rica’s Joint Program in International Environmental Law.    2007-2010.
Conservation Law Fellow, Center for Governmental
                     Gainesville, Florida
Responsibility, University of Florida Levin College of Law
Supervise clinic students; assist with class logistics; edit student work.  Manage projects and contracts; maintain contacts with clients; coordinate with project partners; present research/grant results in public fora.  Write grant proposals.  Research and write on issues such as constitutional and statutory takings law; Florida comprehensive planning; water-quality trading; and state and local boating regulation.   2004-2006 

EDUCATION
University of Florida College of Law                                                  Gainesville, Florida



J.D. magna cum laude, December 2003




GPA: 3.67     Class Rank: 6 of 160     Order of the Coif

Florida Law Review, Galleys Editor, Fall 2003

Law Review Accomplished Research Award, Spring 2002

Justice Richard W. Ervin Scholarship, Fall 2003




Walter L. “Bud” Robison III Memorial Scholarship, Fall 2002


I.C. Spoto Memorial Scholarship, Spring 2002




Book Awards: Jurisprudence, Fall 2002; International Law, Fall 2003

Honors: Appellate Advocacy, Fall 2001; Legal Research & Writing, Spring 2001




Southwest State University                                                                Marshall, Minnesota



B.A. Literature/Philosophy, summa cum laude, May 1995




GPA:  3.921
PUBLICATIONS
ARTICLE: Shana Campbell Jones, Thomas Ruppert, Erin L. Deady, Heather Payne, J. Scott Pippin, Ling-Yee Huang, and Jason M. Evans, Roads to Nowhere in Four Jurisdictions: States and Local Governments in the Southeast Facing Sea-Level Rise, 44 Columb. J. Envtl. L ____ (forthcoming 2019) 



BOOK CHAPTER: Thomas T. Ankersen & Thomas Ruppert, Tierra y Libertad: The Social Function Doctrine and Land Reform in Latin America, in Léon Duguit and the Social Obligation Norm of Property- A Translation and Global Exploration (Paul Babie & Jessica Viven-Wilksch, eds., forthcoming 2019, Springer Press)



ARTICLE: Thomas Ruppert, Castles—and Roads—in the Sand: Do All Roads Lead to a



“Taking”?, 48 Envt’l L. Reporter 10914 (2018)




ARTICLE: Thomas Ruppert, John Fergus, & Enio Russe-Garcia, Managing Property Buyouts at the Local Level: Seeking Benefits and Limiting Drawbacks, 48 Envt’l L. Reporter 10520 (2018)



ARTICLE: Justin Joyce, Ni-Bin Chang, Rahim Harji, & Thomas Ruppert, Coupling Infrastructure Resilience and Flood Risk Assessment Via Copulas Analyses for a Coastal Green-Grey-Blue Drainage System Under Extreme Weather Events, 100 Envt’l Modeling & Software 82 (2018)



BOOK CHAPTER: Thomas Ruppert & Erin L. Deady, Climate Change Impacts on Law and Policy in Florida, in Florida's Climate: Changes, Variations, & Impacts (Eric P. Chassignet, James W. Jones, Vasubandhu Misra & Jayantha Obeysekera eds., 2017)



ARTICLE: Thomas Ruppert & Emma Hollowell, Seawalls & Sea-Level-Rise-Induced Flooding: Addressing Public and Private Infrastructure, The Environmental and Land Use Law Section Reporter of the Florida Bar, Vol. 34, No.8, 4 (June 2017)




ARTICLE: Justin Joyce, Ni-Bin Chang, Rahim Harji, Thomas Ruppert, & Peter Singhofen, Cascade Impact of Hurricane Movement, Storm Tidal Surge, Sea Level Rise and Precipitation Variability on Flood Assessment in a Coastal Urban Watershed, 1-27, Clim Dyn (2017). https://doi.org/10.1007/s00382-017-3930-4




ARTICLE: Justin Joyce, Ni-Bin Chang, Rahim Harji, Thomas Ruppert, Sanaz Imen, Developing a multi-scale modeling system for resilience assessment of green-grey drainage infrastructures under climate change and sea level rise impact, 90 Envtl. Modelling & Software 1-26 (2017)



ARTICLE: Charles A. Nettleman III, Amr Abd-Elrahman, Damian Adams, Timothy Fik, Thomas Ruppert, Grenville Barnes & Bon Dewitt, A GIS based model of rolling easement policies in Pinellas County and Sarasota County, Florida, contributing author, 132 Ocean & Coastal Mgmt. 143 (2016)



ARTICLE: Erin Deady & Thomas Ruppert, The Link between Future Flood Risk and Comprehensive Planning, The Environmental and Land Use Law Section Reporter of the Florida Bar, Vol. 37, No.2, 7-14, (Sept. 2015)



ARTICLE: Thomas Ruppert & Carly Grimm, Drowning in Place: Local Government Costs and Liabilities for Flooding Due to Sea-Level Rise, Florida Bar Journal, Vol 87, No. 9  (2013)



REPORT: Planning for the Future of Recreational Boating Access to Charlotte County Waterways 2010-2050. Florida Sea Grant Technical Publication #186  (co-author) (2012) 



ARTICLE:  Thomas Ruppert, Reasonable Investment-Backed Expectations: Should Notice of Rising Seas Lead to Falling Expectations for Coastal Property Purchasers?, 26 J. Land Use & Envtl. Law 239 (2011)



ARTICLE: Thomas Ruppert, et al.,  Eroding Long-Term Prospects for Dynamic Beach Habitat in Florida, 1 Sea Grant Law & Policy Journal 65 (2008), available online at http://www.olemiss.edu/orgs/SGLC/National/SGLPJ/SGLPJ.htm
ARTICLE:  Thomas T. Ankersen & Thomas Ruppert, Defending the Polygon: The Emerging Human Right to Communal Property, 59 Oklahoma L. Rev. 681 (2007) 



ARTICLE:  Thomas T. Ankersen & Thomas Ruppert, Tierra y Libertad: The Social Function Doctrine and Land Reform in Latin America, 19 Tulane Envtl. L.J. 69  (2006)
ARTICLE:  Thomas Ruppert, Water Quality Trading and Agricultural Nonpoint Source Pollution: An Analysis of the Effectiveness and Fairness of EPA’s Policy on Water Quality Trading, 15 Villanova Environmental Law Journal 1 (2004)

BOOK REVIEW: Tools in the Resilience Toolbox, But Are We Willing to Use Them?, 16 Ocean & Coastal L.J. 551 (2011)
SELECTED

Summary and Commentary on Sea-Level Rise Adaptation Language in Florida Local
REPORTS

Government Comprehensive Plans and Ordinances, (co-authored with Alexander Stewart), 
AND GRAY

available at 
LITERATURE
https://www.flseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/Ruppert-Updated-Sea-Level-Language_7.2.15.pdf
Environmentally Compromised Road Segments—A Model Ordinance (2015) (co-authored with Alexander Stewart and John Fergus), available at https://www.flseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/Envirntly-Comp-Rds-FINAL_10.20.15.pdf 
Sea-Level Rise Adaptation Financing at the Local Level in Florida (2015) (co-authored with Alexander Stewart), available at https://www.flseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/Local-Gov-Financing_FINAL_10.8.15.pdf 
Questions and Answers about Flood Insurance (2015), available at www.flseagrant.org/climatechange/coastalplanning/flood-insurance/ 

Select Background on the National Flood Insurance Program (2013), available at
www.flseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/NFIP-bkgrnd_Ruppert_letterhead_10.24.131.pdf
Insurance Issues: The National Flood Insurance Program on the Florida Sea Grant Coastal Planning website, available at www.flseagrant.org/climatechange/coastalplanning/ 
The Biggert-Waters Flood  Insurance Reform Act of 2012: A Flowchart to Help Property Owners Understand Possible Rate Increases  (co-author) (2013) available at www.flseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/2013-Biggert-Waters-FlowChart_11.4.13.pdf 
Sea-Level Rise Adaptation and the Bert J. Harris, Jr., Private Property Rights Protection Act.  (co-author) (2012) available at https://www.flseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Ruppert_BH-Act_article.pdf
Use of Future Interests in Land as Sea-Level Rise Adaptation Strategy. (undated) available at https://www.flseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Use-of-Future-Interests_8.8.12.pdf
SELECTED  

Zahra Hirji & Peter Aldhous, BuzzFeed News, Is Your Home At Risk Of Flooding From 
MEDIA STORIES
Rising Seas By 2050? Check This Map (November, 13, 2018) https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/zahrahirji/climate-change-map-homes-flooding 
Amy Green, WMFE, One year after Irma, Everglades City Struggles to Rebuild (September
9, 2018) https://fcir.org/2018/09/09/one-year-after-irma-everglades-city-struggles-to-rebuild/
Jared Brey, NextCity.org, Hawaii Gets Explicit about Sea-Level Rise (June 14, 2018), https://t.co/SM89bfh6vz?amp=1
Seán Kinane, 88.5 WMNF, Does a new law privatize some Florida beaches? It’s more complicated than that (April 5, 2018), https://www.wmnf.org/new-law-privatize-florida-beaches-more-complicated/
Brady Dennis & Darryl Fears, Washington Post, Florida governor has ignored climate
change risks, critics say (Sept. 8, 2017),

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/florida-governor-has-ignored-climate-change-risks-critics-say/2017/09/08/04a8c60a-94a0-11e7-aace-04b862b2b3f3_story.html?utm_term=.61d850bbd48f 

Steve Patterson, The Florida Times-Union, To answer flooding woes, Jacksonville plans
buy-out offer for Southside neighborhood (Nov. 4, 2017), buy-out offer for Southside
neighborhood (Nov. 4, 2017), http://jacksonville.com/news/metro/2017-11-04/answer-flooding-woes-jacksonville-plans-buy-out-offer-southside-neighborhood 
SELECTED 
 
PRESENTATIONS

Panelist presenting “Clean Up After Yourselves: Legal and Financial Options for Relocation
Clean Up”  at the invitation-only workshop “Designing a New Policy Agenda for a Dynamic
Coast” at The Policy Incubator of the Wharton Risk Management and Decision Processes Center, University of Pennsylvania  (2018)

Presenter: “Example Legal Issues & Challenges for Local Governments Building Resilience”

to elected officials, managers, and local government officials as part of the “Regional

Resilience Action Plan” project in Volusia and Brevard counties, Florida (2018)

Guest Lecture for science policy course at the University of Miami: “Sea-Level Rise and Infrastructure: How will the Law Address the Challenges?” (2017)

Presenter: “Sea-level Rise and Law: Local Government Actions, Challenges, and
Implications” at the Florida Zoning & Planning Association’s annual conference, Naples,

Florida  2017

Organizer, co-host and presenter with Erin L. Deady: CLE International’s “Florida Coastal Law” in Tampa, Florida   2017
Presenter: “Sea-Level Rise and Flooding: Legal, Fiscal, and Regulatory Challenges for Local Gov't” at the Florida Coastal Management Program’s 2nd Annual Conference, St. Augustine, Florida  2017

Presenter: “Addressing the Challenges of Adapting to Sea-Level Rise: The Florida Climate Institute and Florida Sea Grant’s Coastal Planning Program” to the Broward County Climate Change Task Force, Broward County, Florida  2017

Keynote speaker: Florida Association of Counties, Advanced County Commissioner Training, Gainesville, Florida  2017

Presenter: Sea-Level Rise and Local Government: A Focus on Infrastructure, Florida Chamber of Commerce 2016 Environmental Permitting Summer School, Orlando, Florida 2016

Panelist, Seminar on Sea-Level Rise, The Dade County Environmental and Land Use Law Committee, Miami, Florida 2016

Moderator and discussant: Preparing for the Pivot, 9th workshop of the SE Florida Climate Compact: Reducing Climate Risk and Creating Economic Opportunity, Florida Atlantic University, University Park, Florida 2016


Presenter/invited class lecturer: Flood Insurance: The Workings and Challenges of the NFIP, University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 2016
Presenter: An Introduction to the Community Rating System, part of the session “Using the Community Rating System to Support Climate Adaptation,” SE & Caribbean Climate Community of Practice, Tybee Island, GA 2016
Small-group leader/discussant: A Time to Start Thinking Differently: The Economic Impact of Sea Level Rise on South Florida, Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce, Miami Beach, Florida 2016
Presenter/invited class lecturer: Coastal Law: An Intro to Dealing with Sea-Level Rise, University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 2016


Presenter: Sea-Level Rise and Local Government Responses: Lessons from the Keys, Flagler College’s “Heritage at Risk” Program Series, St. Augustin, Florida 2016


Presenter: Environmentally Compromised Roads: A Model Ordinance (Balancing Local Government Responsibilities and Fiscal Resources in Road Maintenance), presentation to the Monroe County, Florida Board of County Commissioners as part of a consultant’s report on climate change and sea-level rise recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners, Marathon, Florida 2016

Panelist: Avoiding the Rocks: Sea Level Rise and Legal Issues for Local Governments, 7th
Annual Leadership Summit of the SE Florida Climate Compact, Key West, Florida 2015

Panelist: Addressing Legal & Policy Challenges to Adapting to Sea Level Rise, 3rd Annual Sea Level Rise Summit of the Association of Climate Change Officers, Boston, Massachusetts 2015
Panelist: Sea-Level Rise Adaptation: Drivers, Challenges, and Opportunities, Florida Chapter of the American Planning Association, Annual Conference, Hollywood, Florida 2015

Keynote Presentation: Sea-Level Rise: Addressing the Challenges of Adapting, Third Annual

Sea-Level Rise Symposium of the Everglades Foundation and League of Women Voters of Palm Beach County, West Palm Beach, Florida 2015
GRANTS AND
Associate Investigator, From the Bottom Up: Implementing Resiliency at the Local Government 
CONTRACTS
Level Through Data-Driven Analyses and Community Engagement. $200,000 Florida Sea Grant.  2016-2018

Associate Investigator, Advancing Understanding of Risk: Increasing Accuracy of Hazard Damage Assessment Tools by Improving Base Data and Analyzing Opportunities and Barriers for Use in Adaptation Planning. $428,590 NOAA and the  SE Atlantic Region Sea Grant Programs. 2016-18

Associate Investigator, Coupling Risk and Resilience Assessment for Networked Sustainable
for a Coastal City Under Climate Change Impacts. $200,000 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 2015-2017

Principal Investigator, Innovative Practices in SLR Adaptation: The Florida Experience. $15,000 Texas A&M University’s Harte Marine Research Institute. 2015



Principal Investigator, Municipal Engagement in Regional Sea-Level Rise Discussion. $15,000 Pinellas County. 2014-2015
Principal Investigator, Building Local Capacity: Workshops on Legal Issues in Sea-Level Rise Adaptation for Local Governments in Florida and Providing Adaptation Assistance to Local Governments. $60,000 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  2012-2014
Principal Investigator, Processes and Tools for Stakeholder Engagement and Adaptive Planning. $95,803 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  2011-2013

Researcher, Planning for Sea Level Rise: A Pilot Study to Evaluate and Improve the Development and Delivery of Habitat Vulnerability Assessments and Adaptive Conservation Designs to Coastal Decision-Makers. $618,377 National Estuarine Research Reserve System Science Collaborative.  2011-2013
Researcher: Gulf of Mexico Hazard Response Adaptation Planning. $150,000 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  2010-2013

Researcher: Gulf of Mexico Hazard Response and Adaptation Planning (Florida). $150,000 from National Sea Grant.   2010
Co-Principal Investigator: Utilizing Erosion and Local Concerns as a Gateway to Hazard Mitigation and Sea-Level Rise Planning. $30,000 National Sea Grant. 2010-11

Co-Principal Investigator: The Legal and Policy Implications of Innovative Planning for Sea Level Rise in the Gulf of Mexico.  $490,000 Cooperative grant of the Gulf of Mexico Alliance with Florida Sea Grant, Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant, Texas Sea Grant, and Louisiana Sea Grant. 2010-11
Principal Investigator: Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative Combined MICCI Project 4, 21, 23, 24, Phase 2. $101,000 Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative.
 Co-Principal Investigator: Charlotte County Marine Access Study $107,000 

Researcher: Brevard County Mooring Field Site Suitability Analysis.  $79,250 Brevard, County, Florida.  2009
Researcher: Critical Marine Infrastructure. $20,000 Florida Department of Community Affairs.  2009 

PROFESSIONAL
Member of the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council Regional Resilience 

ACTIVITIES

Collaborative Steering Committee.  2018-19
AND AWARDS



Selected as one of 14 invitees to develop the “Adaptation Blueprint: Designing a New Policy

Agenda for the Coast, a project of The Risk Management and Decision Processes Center,
The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania.  2018


Member of the NFIP Community Rating System Task Force's Coastal Committee.  2018
Co-Recipient: Florida Association of Natural Resource Extension Professionals’ Innovative



Program Award.   2017

Member: Florida Sea Grant Extension Advisory Committee, Florida. 2016-17

Member: Florida Floodplain Managers/Association of State Floodplain Managers Symposium
Committee, Florida.  2016-17
Selected as one of 13 members nationally for an advisory committee to a joint ASFPM/CSO



project "Improving Coastal Resiliency through Community Engagement," Florida.  2015-17
University of Florida Faculty Advisory Committee of the Florida Climate Institute.  2015-17
Selected for invitation-only bi-annual ASFPM-Foundation-sponsored “Florida Flood Risk
Symposium, Florida.  2014
Travel scholarship to present at the National Adaptation Forum, Denver, Colorado.  2013
Partners of the Americas Climate Change Fellow to Colombia.   2011

Peer Reviewer: Gulf of Mexico Regional Call for Proposals in the Coastal Storms



Program.    2011
Peer Reviewer: Gulf of Mexico Regional Call for Proposals in the Sea-Level Rise Program.   2011
Ph.D. Advisory Committee of Anthony “Tony” Nettleman on sea-level rise, law, and littoral boundary identification
PROFESSIONAL
 Florida Natural Resources Leadership Institute, Class XI, Aug. 2011- April 2012
TRAININGS





Introductory Training in GIS Applications for Natural Resource Management, December 2011
PROFESSIONAL
Member of East Central Florida Regional Resiliency Action Plan Planning for Sea Level 
AFFILIATIONS
Rise Sub-Committee.  2018
Member of the Satellite Beach Community Resiliency Project, Technical Advisory
Committee 2014

Member of the Tampa Bay Regional Climate Adaptation Technical Working Group  2014

Member of the Northeast Florida Public/Private Resiliency Committee  2014

Member of the Florida Dept. of Econ. Opportunity Community Resiliency Task Force  2012-15
Member of the NOAA Southern Region Climate Change Taskforce 2011 
Sea Grant Legal Network  2011-18 

Gulf of Mexico Representative to the Sea Grant Climate Network  2010-11

Florida Bar, Section of Environmental and Land Use Law.    2004-present
Florida Bar, attorney # 0712000, admitted 2004.  
SPECIAL 
 
Fluent in Spanish, basic conversational German
SKILLS
