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In hospitality, Nils later graduated from Notter
School of Pastry Art in 2008, They combined
their expertise to create a shop focused
on chocolate-centric desserts. Known for
meticulously hand-painted truffles and gourmet
treats created from high-quality African and
y South American cocoa and French and Belgium
, Whetstone Chocolates was founded  chocolate, their offerings include brownies, |
by Henry and Esther Whetstone in 1966, macarons, and celebration cakes. Their shop has
Whetstone becotne a beloved local fixture, celebrated for its
wekoming atmosphere and inventive flavors

One of the oldest family nm businesses in St
Augustine,

. quickly gained popularity. In
1970, they opened their fisst factory on Cordova
Street and soon became the chocolate provider
for the newly opened Walt Disney World.

Sweet Beginnings: Unwrapping St. Augustine’s Chocolate Legacy

St. Augustine, Florida

The grant for Sweet Beginnings: Unwrapping St. Augustine’s Chocolate Legacy supported
interdisciplinary research on a 1641 shipwreck carrying cacao beans, uncovering its connections
to St. Augustine’s colonial trade networks. The project involved designing an engaging exhibit
that explored the city’s chocolate history, curating artifacts that illustrated the evolution of cacao
consumption, and developing an ArcGIS StoryMap to provide an interactive digital experience. By
combining historical research, material culture, and digital storytelling, the exhibit highlighted the
global influences that shaped St. Augustine’s early chocolate industry.
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