
History and Impacts of Tourism on 
Nantucket (1846-1986) + 1987-2022

Giselle Urbay



2013 P IN  p ro je c t

Evolution of a tourist economy

Physical and cultural 
developments

Focus on Recreation rather 
than Recuperation

Call and response

Target audience shift

Increase in marketing efforts to 
Reach

Efforts to Retain historic 
identity

Organizations galore

Strengthen core values

Audience shift again



Continue where previous project left off.

Show areas of interest that exemplify how the 
island has adapted to the influx of tourism and 
their wants and needs.

Present visualization of data in a manner that is 
engaging and understanding.

Fo c us/Go als



Downtown Sanborn Map, 1923.
NHA Library

Downtown Sanborn Map, 1949.
NHA Library



Upper and Lower right:
Signs of the Times. 
NHA Exhibit

Left: “Nantucket: A 
Delightful Health and 
Vacation Resort.” (ca. 
1930) NHA Library.



He r itage  is Multi-laye re d
Culture tied to the physical form

- Architectural features
- Historic events
- People/Lifestyle

Collective Memory
- Shared experience within the built 

form
- What existed and how they were 

remembered as 
(nostalgia/reminiscing)

- Artifacts



Map  and Case  Study links
Case Studies: https://arcg.is/ryT10

Map: https://arcg.is/KjfmX

https://arcg.is/ryT10
https://arcg.is/KjfmX


Co nc lusio n State me nts
It is crucial to understand the importance of these 
histories residing in the built environment as they 
help convey stories that can showcase a holistic 
image of Nantucket.

There is a need to fill in the gap of information to 
enrich the downtown context.
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