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“Telling peoples stories is holding on to their history as well as their journey. 
Their journey can reflect our own story one day” – Dr. Queenchiku Ngozi. 
Illumination In Darkness



GRAVE ASSUMPTIONS 



Cemeteries of Nantucket – Cangelosi, PIN 1974 

Courtesy of 
the NHA



Courtesy of NHA
“Voted that the Black People may fence in one acre of land where their Burying Place is and that the 
lot layers measure it to them.” 3rd day of sixth month, 1805: “Then measured where the Black 
People’s Burying Place is: from a rock to the southwest of where they have buried eastward 12 1/2 
rods; from thence northward 12 1/2 rods; from thence westward 12 1/2 rods; from thence to the 
southward 12 1/2 rods to said rock; containing about one acre which was granted to the Black People 
to fence in for a Burying Place by the Proprietors as by a vote on record will appear.” 



Nantucket Inquirer June 29, 1833
Nantucket Antheneum Archives

• This racist rhetoric was 
pervasive and 
entrenched in the 
opinion that if African 
Americans could no 
longer be enslaved 
then they should leave 
the island altogether.

“…new, degrading ways of representing black 
people as incompetent, childlike, bestial, or innately 
inferior.” (Saillant 2006, 66)

Nantucket Inquirer March 29, 1828
Nantucket Antheneum Archives 



University of Florida Historic Preservation Program – BMEC Management Plan

Ellen Lawrence 1796 - 1884 Alachua County Ancient Records –
BMEC Deed from Major Reddick 1873



Historic Pinesville Cemetery in Archer…loads of trees

Historic Coloured Cemetery, Nantucket…. Few trees! 



BMEC and Saint Peters 
Cemetery, Archer, FL Historic Coloured Cemetery, Nantucket



Vernacular vault cover – BMEC, Archer, FL



Vernacular gravemaker – BMEC, Archer, FL



Broken Stones – Historic 
Coloured Cemetery - Nantucket



“Historic Cemetery” plaque unveiling at 
Historic Coloured Cemetery 
The Inquirer and Mirror, Thursday, June 
28, 2007

Rev. Georgia Ann Snell, 
descendant to Lincoln Porte 
buried in Historic Coloured 
Cemetery, was a speaker at the 
2007 unveiling. 
Photo by Jim Powers



Painting by Jackson Walker
https://thejwstudio.com/Gallery%20items/warriorsfrombondage.html

Battle of Negro Fort – 1817 'Slave auction at Richmond, Virginia', 
by Eyre Crowe (1856)

Meanwhile in Florida…



Richmond Dispatch - RUNAWAYS
February 10, 1864

Portrait of Arthur Cooper, 1825-35. 
Sarah (Sally) Gardner (1799-1862). NHA

And I heard a voice from heaven
Saying Write Blessed are the dead
which in the Lord from hence
forth

Inscription courtesy of NHA



Juliann Sams (1826 – 1926)
Image courtesy of Lizzie Jenkins 



Photos courtesy of the NHA

“Not until I wandered into 
the firehouse one day back 
in the 1950s and spied the 
designation “Colored 
Cemetery” on the town 
map hanging on the wall, 
did I realize distinctions 
that should have been 
apparent to me all along. “ 
- Isabel Carter Stewart 

Stewart, Isabel C. 2004. “Summer Stories 
by Nantucket Historical Association.” 
Issuu. 
https://issuu.com/nantuckethistoricalasso
ciation/docs/hn_summer2004.



Roberta Lopez, Board President –
Bethlehem Methodist Episcopal 
Cemetery Restoration 
Organization (BMECRO)



Both the Bethlehem Methodist Episcopal 
Cemetery in Archer, and the Historic 
Coloured Cemetery in Nantucket are safe 
and in good condition. However, continued 
conservation and documentation is 
needed. 





Dr. Queenchiku Ngozi. Illumination In Darkness – Grass lawn Cemetery, Gainesville, Florida

Dr. Queenchiku Ngozi. Illumination In Darkness – Haynes Memorial Cemetery, Micanopy, Florida

Dr. Queenchiku Ngozi. Illumination In Darkness – Pine Grove Cemetery, Gainesville, Florida
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Thank you to everyone for all their 
help with this project. 
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