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special Act (19595)

“Special Acts of the Massachusetts General Legislature,
Chapter 601

Section 6 states that:

...The erection or display of an occupational or other sign
exceeding two feet in length and six inches in width or the

erection or display of more than one such sign, irrespective
of size, on any lot, building or structure located within

the Old and Historic Nantucket District or the Old and
Historic Siasconset District [changed in 1972 to the

“Historic Nantucket District”] must be approved in advance
by the Historic District Commission. Evidence of such

approval shall be a certificate of appropriateness issued by
said commission.” (The Sign Book, 2021)
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Previous PN Research (1976)
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“In several instancces,
quarterboards have become a
fad or have been overused” (Alig,
1976).

S

7. “Use of signs increased in the 19th

1-| century to the point of excess In
1} the 1890s” (Alig, 1976).



Nantucket Signage Case Study
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Downtown IS considered
the area enclosed by
Main $t., Broad St., and
centre .
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Revnsmng Downtown Signs: 7 lllﬂlﬂ Slreel
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Why Regulate Sighage?

INTENT AND PURPOSE

flle purpose . . . ig to promote the general welfare of the

inhabitants of the town of Nantucket through the Preservation
and protection of historic buildings, places and districts
Oof historic interest; through the development of an appro=
priate setting for these buildings, places and districts;
and through the benefits resulting to the economy of
Nantucket in developing and maintaining its vacation-travel
industry through the promotion of these historic associa-

tions. . . . The erection or display of an occupational or

The Sign Book, 1981
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Freestanding Sign Ban
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are: Standlng Signs will generally not be allowed SREOk e
s

1rectory signs at the entrance to a complex of
slmerciag eStablishments or as signs for open-lot S
gacl as Parking. application for other free-standing

signs wij :
g 111 be considered on a case-by-case basis. All
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The Sign Book, 1981
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“The SAC soon recognized its error when four of five
freestanding signs began to line the street, changing the

simple and historic character of the area” (The Sign Book,
2021).

“A study was submitted by the SAC to the HDC in January
of 1986 recommending that no freestanding signs be
permitted...A policy decision was made by the HDC on

September 24, 1986, revising the 1981 sign regulations”
(The Sign Book, 2021).
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ONS SPECIFIC TO SIGN TYPES

The Sign Book, 1989
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‘...Nantucket is still a small community and unlike
large, sprawling mainland towns, businesses are still
known more by word-of-mouth, reputation, newspaper
advertising, and yellow pages, than by visibility from a
passing car” (The Sign Book, 2021).
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Tucson, AZ, Speedway Boulevard: Voted Ugliest Street in America (Kgun9, 2021)
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The Sign Book (2021 Revised)

The Sign Book 2021

“Awnings shall be non-
illuminated and non-electric”
(The Sign Book, 2021)

Real Estate S|gns
prohibited, including
“For Sale by Owner”

(The Sign Book, 2021)
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'Example of SAC Review 7/5/22
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1976 PIN report
was not used

City 0'{91:,1?_W90rt Ordinance of the Council #16-17, Newport, R.I.,

Several other
towns referenced
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“In the several decades that I've been on this
board, we’ve never had anything quite as noticeably
polarizing” (Sign Advisory Council Member, 2022).
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Where are Flowers Regulated?

As a general rule, silk flowers and potted plants will be
allowed on graves:

*For a period extending 10 days before Easter Sunday to
10 days after.

*For a period extending 10 days before Memorial Day to
10 days after.

*Christmas wreaths, potted poinsettias, and other
seasonal adornments may be placed on graves from
December 10th through January 10th.

Artificial Flower Rules for National Cemeteries, 2018
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llﬂS Regulauon Become Arbitrary?
7 R ‘;_;..,}I' 1 ’(F\QFrom owner Lee Milazzo:
1 \;s:‘(\\ ..two to three people on an
“*.’ LT, TAEY f \‘_ obscure unelected advisory
| _-in":"rf"%ﬁﬁ? -committee can be so inconsistent

Nt e,

IN their assessment of what is ok
_~for asign.... They are threatening
“z:my business and me with civil and
" criminal penalties because they
don’t like the ‘Latin vibe’ of the font
¥ and color’” (Graziadei, 2022).

Birkelbach, 2022

“The use of subdued colors Is encouraged. The number
of colors should be limited. A darker background

with lighter lettering and graphics Is encouraged as a
traditional and aesthetically pleasing presentation” (The

Sign Book, 2021). :
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“A sign designed with a trademark,
R/ l0go, logo type, or logo mark of
\ a specific business or commodity

\ that uses a non-historical font
2 style may be used provided that
) the trademark occupies no more
| than fifteen per cent (15%) of the
| total area of the sign” (The Sign
L Book, 2021).
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Rural Signs
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with prominent stones,
upon which passers-by
piled more stones or small
branches” (Karttunen,

“If there were such
marked trails on
Nantucket, they have been
lost” (Karttunen, 2008).

Photos by Birkelbach, 2022

College of Design,
Construction and Planning




stone Signs are Freestanding

“The HDC defines
freestanding signs

M to Include any sign

& attached to, or part

of a completely self-
supporting structure,
other than a building or
a fence, including rock
signs for commercial

= purposes” (The Sign
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Proposal

Ease regulations to allow for more Public

T INTENT AND PURPOSE

= burpose . ., ig ¢4 promote the general welfare of the

inhabitants of the town of Nantucket through the preservation

and protection of historic buildings, places and districts
Oof historic interest; through the development of an appro=
Priate setting for these buildings, places and districts;
and through the benefits resulting to the economy of
Nantucket in developing and maintaining its vacation-travel
 industry through the promotion of these historic associa-

tions. . . . The erection or display of an occupational or

The Sign Book, 1981
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Typologies

“A public information sign may be supported by two (2)
posts as a completely self-supporting structure or in an
approvable location on a buildings or fence (See sections
4.4 and 4.18)" (The Sign Book, 2021).

“No more than one (1) public
s NARESEKET Information sign will be permitted

SRS on any lot” (The Sign Book, 2021).

Birkelbach, 2022
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e \[ARIA MITCHELL
LU ASSOCIATION
1. HI]\IINICI-E;MAN HOUSE %:] " .
b 3| ==
2. MMA RESEARCH CENTERCS 2
3. MITCHELL HOUSE
Birthplace of Maria Mitchell Milk s¢

Open Seasonally

/"""--_______-
4. MARIA MITCHELL OBSE RVATORY

Open Seasonally

5. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

Mitchell

Association o
HINCHMAN HOUSE
NATURAL SCIENCE MUSEUM

@en Mon-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-_1-‘|H
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