URP 6971: Research for Master’s Thesis
Syllabus
Definition:
 “The first essential is that the thesis begins with a problem; the second that a hypothesis
be formulated for its solution. If there is no hypothesis, stated or implied, then whatever
the product may be it is not a thesis. Third, the thesis must possess validity, which simply
means that it must be what it purports to be” (See the Graduate Student Handbook).
Degree Requirements:
 The satisfactory completion of six credits of URP 6971 is a condition of the requirement
of the degree of Master of Arts in Urban and Regional Planning.
 All theses must meet the requirements of the Graduate School (format, dates, etc.).
Thesis Requirements:
 "The student's supervisory committee should be appointed as soon as possible after the
student is admitted to Graduate School, and no later than the second term of graduate
study" (see the University of Florida Graduate Catalog).
 You are required to submit a one-page thesis proposal outlining your topic at least one
week prior to the beginning of your second year in the program. You can use the
proposal you developed through PRD, provided, of course, that is still your topic. On
that proposal, you will also need to indicate your top four choices for committee
members, which members will serve as chair and co-chair, and distribute your proposal
to them. The relevant faculty will review your document and respond to let you know
whether they agree to participate on your committee so that you can prepare the
supervisory committee form and submit it to Ella for input into your records.
 Keep in mind - you cannot set up your committee during your final semester here. If you
do so, it will no longer be your final semester. The URP Selection of Supervisory
Committee Form for setting up your committee is available in the main URP office. Fill
it out, have your committee members sign it, and return it to Ella. She must have this
form in order to make it official - in order to enter your committee members' names into
the system.
 Provided your chair agrees, you only need two URP Graduate Research Faculty (GRF)
on your thesis committee. If your chair determines that given your topic, a third member
is recommended, that member can come from outside of URP. If you only have two
members, they both need to be URP GRF. If you have a third member who provides
additional expertise relevant to your topic, that person can be outside the department,
even outside the college or university. If the member is outside the university, you need
to get that person's resume in order for them to be appointed a special member. Please
get that resume to Ella so that she can generate the necessary paperwork to get that
special member appointed. So consider your topic and choose your committee
accordingly.
 Given the amount of research and writing involved, we highly recommend that you
conduct thesis work over two semesters. In fact, you can break up your 6 required thesis
credits over two semesters - you do not need to take all 6 required credits at one time.











Thus, if you have completed one year in the program, you should sign up for thesis
credits for the spring semester. The professor reviewing your work and giving you your
grade will be the chair of your committee.
When you take thesis credits with your chair, be sure to communicate with that professor
when the semester begins to learn what is expected for the thesis credits. There are forms
that you must fill out, have signed by your chair, and submit to Ella in order for you to
take those credits. The professor cannot issue you a grade without having an opportunity
to review the work you have accomplished toward your thesis during the course of the
semester. If the professor receives nothing from you, you will receive an "I"
(incomplete) or a "U" (unsatisfactory) for the semester. Be aware that "I"s become
punitive after one semester.
Choose a style manual, and use it consistently to provide direction on proper citation and
on structuring your reference list or bibliography. Recent style manuals will provide you
with direction on how to address issues such as citations of material found on the
web. The department recommends the APA Style Manual (that's American
Psychological Association), which is the same guide used by authors who have their
work published in the APA Journal (that's American Planning Association). You can buy
the manual, look at it in the library, go on-line to see frequently asked questions at
http://www.apastyle.org/ or sites such as
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/.
Provide your chair and committee members sufficient time to review drafts of your thesis
or terminal project – a minimum of one week to ten days. Your committee members are
a resource to provide you feedback on the substance of your analysis, the organization of
your draft, the soundness of your methodology, and so on. If you need help with your
writing, there is a Reading and Writing Center on campus (info at
http://www.at.ufl.edu/rwcenter/), or if you need help editing your paper (style and
grammar), you can hire an editor (info available at the Graduate School).
If you are planning on finishing this semester, you need to work closely with your chair
to discuss a workable schedule that will result in completion by the deadline. Keep in
mind again, that you need to provide at least 7 to 10 days to allow committee members to
review drafts of your work. At your defense you will receive recommendations for
revisions to your document. You need to allow yourself 7 to 10 days to make these
revisions, and then allow sufficient review time to confirm that your thesis or project is
acceptable and complete and final signatures can be secured for your exam form and
signature pages.
Please note that many professors are on a 9-month contract with the university and
conduct research full-time during the summer and are not available to work with students
at that time. If you cannot finish during the spring, you should make plans to complete
your work during Fall 2009. For more information about thesis requirements, check out
the Graduate Catalog at http://gradschool.ufl.edu/catalog/current-catalog/catalogcoverpage.html. The Graduate School website also has information about thesis

The Thesis culminates with a formal defense. Digital copies of the entire report must be given to
all committee members, the departmental archives, and the University of Florida Library.

