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DEAN

Our college had a wonderful year being back to in-person 
classes and studios. It was great to see our students and faculty 
working so well together and to see the improvements to our 
building being made throughout the academic year – we have 
termed the associated noise ‘sounds of progress.’ 

For those that don’t know, we are currently in the process of 
retrofitting the Architecture Building. The most notable change 
is the Harp (the atrium canopy), which you can see on the 
cover of this magazine. This new addition covers the Atrium 
of the building, which protects student projects and college 
events from being subject to weather intrusions. No longer do 
students have to quickly pick their projects up and run from the 
Atrium to protect them from an unexpected rain shower. It is 
a very welcome addition to our building that is already paying 
dividends, including protection of the building fabric. 

The college also held the ribbon cutting for the John and Anne 
Sofarelli Family Gallery. Thanks to the family’s generosity, the 
gallery is now fitted with brand-new audio-visual equipment 
with conference capabilities, as well as new lighting, pin-up 
boards, walls, flooring and paint. This new and improved 
space has hosted many events and student projects since the 
enhancements were completed. 

As you will read in this magazine, the DCP Collaboratory is 
on the horizon, thanks to gifts from our alumni and friends, 
and a $25 million appropriation from the State of Florida. This 
facility, combined with the retrofitted Architecture Building, will 
provide our students and faculty with world-class facilities for 

education and research that will shape the world we live in. We 
are planning to have a ceremonial groundbreaking for the DCP 
Collaboratory this fall.

I am really excited that we have also added some new faculty 
and academic administrators. They come from a variety of 
backgrounds and will make a strong contribution to teaching 
and research in the College.

We are excited to be making so much progress to becoming 
the premier design, construction and planning college in the 
nation and we hope to see you this year at our various events, 
including our Alumni Tailgate during UF Homecoming in 
October. Please visit us and check out all the improvements we 
are making. If you can’t make it to campus, we hope to see you 
as we travel around the country making visits. 

Thank you for all that you do to support our students, faculty 
and staff. Our college would not have come this far without you. 
We look forward to continuing our partnership with you to take 
DCP to greater heights. 

Best regards,

Chimay J. Anumba, FREng, Ph.D., DSc, Dr.h.c.
Dean and Professor

DEAR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS, 

CHIMAY
ANUMBA
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Dr. Jules Bruck, RLA, joined the University of Florida 
College of Design, Construction and Planning as director 

of the School of Landscape Architecture and Planning and 
chair of the Department of Landscape Architecture. She 
came to DCP from the University of Delaware, where she was 
professor and founding director of the landscape architecture 
program. In those roles, she taught capstone and design 
process studios and courses in creativity, field sketching and 
ecological planting design. She is a registered landscape 
architect and a SITES Accredited Professional (AP). 

In April 2018, she co-founded the Coastal Resilience Design 
Studio (CRDS). This Delaware Sea Grant-funded collaboration 
brings together educators, students, scientists, citizen-
scientists, engineers, designers, artists and other academic 
institutions in Delaware to study and respond to issues 
affecting the state’s coastlines and coastal communities. 
CRDS work focuses on coastal challenges that stem from 
historical decisions, human settlement, sea-level rise and 
necessary compliance with water quality mandates. The goal 
of CRDS is to team community members with interdisciplinary 
experts and students to develop new strategies and 
manage special cases that threaten coastal communities. 
Ultimately, the studio hopes to drive policy to benefit coastal 
communities through more sustainable land use, planning and 
education. 

The CRDS was honored as the 2021 Coastal Estuarine 
Research Federation’s student contest winner. Their project, “Carbon in the Tidewater,” focused on Hampton, Virginia, which 
has a low elevation, high rate of land subsidence and intense storm surge risk. Students explored the use of the Global Carbon 
Market to finance self-regenerating nature-based coastal infrastructure. This project also received an honor award from the 
Pennsylvania-Delaware chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects.  

In the fall of 2021, Bruck became the co-director of UD’s Gerard J. Mangone Climate Science and Policy Hub. Over the past 
year, the Climate Change Hub developed the capacity of UD faculty and students to research and enhance courses with 
science-based climate change content by providing competitive awards for scholarship and teaching.  

Her research interests are coastal resilience, green infrastructure and public perception of sustainable landscape practices. 
She is the principal investigator for a collaborative project called Developing Engineering Practices using Ecosystem Design 
Solutions for Future Army (DEEDS). This four-year project will allow her diverse team to research shellfish-based living 
shoreline solutions. Bruck has a Ph.D. from Texas A&M University.

DR. JULES BRUCK, RLA  
DIRECTOR OF THE SCHOOL OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  AND PLANNING 

CHAIR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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Dr. Lingqian (Ivy) Hu is a professor in Urban and 
Regional Planning at the University of Florida 

College of Design, Construction and Planning. She 
serves as the chair of the Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning as well as the associate director of 
the School of Landscape Architecture and Planning. 

Professor Hu’s work has focused on the 
interrelationship between transportation and land 
use, with an emphasis on equity. She has extensive 
knowledge of real-world planning and policy efforts 
to promote just and prosperous cities, reduce socio-
spatial inequity and enhance environmental justice 
and public health. Hu has been published extensively 
in prestigious urban planning and transportation 
journals, and has led more than $1 million funded 
research projects supported by the National Science 
Foundation and other agencies. One example of the 
impacts of her research is FlexRide Milwaukee, which 
pilots a new micro-transit service to address a long-
term transportation gap in the Milwaukee region. 

Before joining UF, Hu was a professor and the chair 
of the Urban Planning Department at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She received her Ph.D. (of 
Policy, Planning and Development) and master’s (in 
Planning) degrees from the University of Southern 
California and her bachelor’s degree (in Planning) from 
Nanjing University. She worked as a planner at the 
Southern California Association of Governments (Los 
Angeles) and the China Academy of Urban Planning 
and Design (Shenzhen, China).  

DR. LINGQIAN (IVY) HU
 ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF THE SCHOOL OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING       	
 CHAIR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING 
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NEW
FACULTY

Dr. Stathis G. Yeros 
completed his Ph.D. 

in Architectural History, 
Theory and Society at the 
University of California, 
Berkeley, focusing on 
how space affects and is 
affected by struggles for 
social justice, focusing on 
queer and transgender 
cultures and politics. His 
recent article, “AIDS and 
the City: Bathhouses, 
Emplaced Empathy, and 
the Desexualization of 
San Francisco” (Urban 
History) examines how 
the iconographies 
of domesticity and 
death during the AIDS 
devastation changed 
contemporary urban 
homosexual politics. 
Dr. Yeros has published 
on queer and trans-of-

color spatial activism 
and on the subject of 
queer ecologies (with 
Chandra Laborde, UC 
Berkeley). He is currently 
working on his book 
manuscript, Queering 
Urbanism: Architecture, 
Embodiment, and Queer 
Citizenship. The book 
analyzes intersectional 
politics and cultural 
representations of 
gender, race, bodily 
ability and sexuality in 
queer and trans spaces. 
It uses the lens of queer 
insurgent citizenship to 
rework the meaning of 
diversity and inclusion 
in the built environment 
as a set of rights rather 
than accommodations. 
Yeros is also co-organizer 
of the ongoing Queer 

Ecological Imaginations 
working group, a 
collaborative platform 
seeking to address 
pernicious environmental 
injustices at a time of 
ecological collapse, 
which is supported by 
the Townsend Center 
for the Humanities, and 
Cal’s Center for Race and 
Gender. Prior to his Ph.D. 
Yeros earned a master’s 
of Architecture from 
Berkeley, where he was 
the recipient of a year-
long Branner Traveling 
Fellowship. He also earned 
a master’s in Art History 
and Theater from the 
University of Glasgow, and 
practiced architecture in 
San Francisco.

Dr. Nikola Marinčić joins the School of 
Architecture from ETH Zurich, where he 

worked as a lecturer at the chair of Digital 
Architectonics and the doctoral program 
coordinator at the Institute of Technology 
in Architecture (ITA). He graduated as an 
architect in Serbia and later obtained a 
master’s of Advanced Studies degree at ETH 
Zurich, where he studied the philosophy of 
technology and computer-aided architectural 
design. During his postgraduate studies, 
Marinčić worked for one year as a guest 
researcher at the Future Cities Laboratory, 
an interdisciplinary research program 
of the Singapore ETH Centre for Global 
Environmental Sustainability. In 2017, he 
was awarded the ETH Medal of Distinction 

for an outstanding doctoral dissertation on 
computational models in architecture. 
Marinčić investigates the relationship between 
Architecture and Information Technology, 
especially the challenges Artificial Intelligence 
poses to the field. He strives to illuminate the 
exceptional relevance of digital literacy today. 
He recognizes its applicability as universal—
beyond disciplines, different practices 
and topical expertise. His monograph 
“Computational Models in Architecture,” 
published by Birkhäuser/De Gruyter in 2019, 
celebrates abstract, spectral model-thinking 
and opens up multiple perspectives on how 
digitally literate architects could reinvent their 
field in the digital age.

DR. NIKOLA MARINČIĆ, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE

DR. STATHIS G. YEROS, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
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Dr. Shenhao Wang is an AI assistant 
professor in the Department of Urban 

and Regional Planning. Before coming here, 
he was a research scientist at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology Urban Mobility Lab 
and Human Dynamics Group in Media Lab. 
He focuses on developing interpretable and 
ethical deep-learning models to analyze 
individual decision-making. He synergizes 
discrete choice models and deep neural 
networks in travel demand modeling by 
opening up the “black box” deep learning 
with economic theory. Currently, he is 

designing socially-aware urban computing to 
incorporate unconventional data structures, 
seeking to generalize computational 
algorithms for urban studies. Wang completed 
his interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Computer 
and Urban Science at MIT in 2020. He 
received a bachelor’s  in Economics from 
Peking University (2014) and a bachelor’s in 
architecture and law from Tsinghua University 
(2011), Master of Science in Transportation, 
and Master of City Planning from MIT (2017).

DR.  SHENHAO WANG, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF URBAN 
AND REGIONAL PLANNING (AI IN URBAN COMPUTING AND ANALYTICS)

Dr. Jiayang Li is an interdisciplinary 
scholar working at the intersection 

of landscape design and climate 
change adaptation. Her research 
tackles the challenge of creating 
landscape change that makes 
communities more resilient in the face 
of climate change and other social 
and environmental stressors and is 
welcomed by community members. 
Li uses social science methods to 
study everyday landscape experiences 
and community perception of novel 
nature-based solutions in her current 
research. She has published this work 
in several refereed journals and given 

lectures and conference presentations 
nationally and internationally. Li recently 
earned her Ph.D. from the University 
of Michigan’s School for Environment 
and Sustainability (SEAS). Li also has 
a master’s of Landscape Architecture 
from UM and a bachelor’s of 
Engineering in Landscape Architecture 
from Tongji University in Shanghai, 
China. Before pursuing her doctoral 
degree, she worked in design firms, 
including Smith Group and AECOM, 
and taught design studios and other 
MLA courses at UM.

DR. JIAYANG LI, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
AND FLORIDA INSTITUTE FOR BUILT ENVIRONMENT RESILIENCE
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Nancy Clark is serving as Interim Associate Dean for  
Undergraduate Education and Facilities. She is currently the 
Director of the UF Center for Hydro-generated Urbanism 

(UF|CHU), an international initiative promoting prospective 
studies of adaptation, resiliency, environmental justice and asset 
preservation of waterway cities. She also serves as Program 
Director for UF School of Architecture’s MSAS Master’s Degree 
Concentrations in Sustainability and Regenerative Practices.

Clark teaches courses in architectural design, urban design, and 
resilience planning.  Her interdisciplinary and collaborative project-
based research in urban resilience and development for coastal 
and fluvial cities has been recognized internationally through 
exhibitions, awards and lectures presented globally including 
Mexico, Brazil, Italy, South Africa, France, Colombia and the United 
States. She is editor of Urban Waterways: Evolving Paradigms 
for Hydro-Based Urbanisms, a UNESCO series publication 
investigating the environmental, cultural and economic future 
of cities on the water in the 21st century. She leads the 
Sustainable Settlements, Water Management and 
Renewable Energy Design Lab and is a member of the 
Project Leadership Team for Puerto Rico Re_Start 
International Research Project and Workshops, an 
ongoing initiative that focuses on the preservation 
of natural resources and reconsideration of 
existing settlement paradigms toward a more 
prosperous and sustainable future for Puerto 
Rico investigated through interdisciplinary inter-
institutional collaborations.

Clark was a scientific committee member for the 
National Council for Science and the Environment 
(NCSE) 18th National Conference and Global 
Forum on Science Policy and the Environment 
and served as chair of the NCSE Global Forum 
Symposium “Designing Urban Resilience 
beyond the Science: The Project of the Future.” 
She was chief curator and contributor to Florida 
3.0: Reinventing our Future, an exhibition at the 
Miami Center for Architecture and Design based 
upon ongoing research projects by members 
of the CHU who are studying the history and 
future of Florida’s water-based settlements and 
hydro-environments within the broader context 
of new paradigms for the evolution of water 
based communities.

NANCY CLARK  
INTERIM ASSOCIATE DEAN 

FOR UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION AND FACILITIES
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THREE DCP GRADUATES NAMED 
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
OUTSTANDING YOUNG ALUMNI

U niversity of Florida College of Design, Construction and Planning alumni Nathan Blinn (MSCM ’15, Ph.D. ‘18), Ekta Desai (BDES 
’08) and Nicole Plunkett (BLAE ‘10) were three of a select group of UF graduates selected to this year’s prominent “40 Gators 
Under 40.” The three recipients tied for the most DCP has ever had.

Presented by the UF Alumni Association, the annual awards program was established in 2006 to recognize alumni under the age of 
40 whose achievements positively reflect The Gator Nation. Criteria for the competitive award include making a significant impact 
on the candidate’s industry and having civic or professional accomplishments at the state, national or international level.

“These three remarkable young Gators have already made a significant impact in the architecture, construction and landscape 
architecture industries respectively,” Dean Chimay Anumba said. “They are a tremendous reflection of the OneDCP family and 
excellent examples of our mission to shape the world we live in.”

Dr. Nathan Blinn (MSCM ’15, Ph.D. ‘18)

Dr. Blinn is vice president of construction and strategic innovation at Eagle Construction of Virginia. He also 
is founder and principal researcher of archi-TEC-tonic, Virginia. Blinn works to reduce the technological 
barrier to entry for trade partners, residential AEC professionals and affordable housing organizations to 
“meaningfully disrupt the industry at its core.” In tandem with his alma mater, Blinn provides mentorship and 
internships for UF students, conducts guest lectures and partners on research projects. Among his areas of 
specialization are Virtual Design and Construction (VDC) and Building Information Modeling (BIM).

Ekta Desai (BDES ‘08)

Desai is a partner at SchenkelShultz Architecture in Orlando — the youngest partner in the firm’s history. She 
spearheads the firm’s efforts to enrich their work portfolio and to foster an iterative design process supported 
by research and analysis. Previously, she served as the firm’s design lead. Her 15 years of design experience 
spans the globe and includes UF’s new three-story Public Safety Building and projects at the New York City Taxi 
and Limousine Commission, the 53rd Street New York Public Library and the Edyth Bush Charitable Foundation 
headquarters. She cultivated her creative roots for eight years working for international design firms in New 
York City and Mexico City. In an environment where men have historically dominated the design lead role, 
Desai stands as a passionate woman leader who is pioneering a more diverse and inclusive industry.

Nicole Plunkett (BLAE ‘10)

Plunkett is a landscape architect, certified land planner and partner at Cotleur and Hearing in Jupiter. 
She leads high-level land development projects throughout South Florida. Along with her work at Cotleur 
and Hearing, Plunkett is founder of Future Landscape Architects of America, a nonprofit that educates 
K-12 students about careers in landscape architecture. Her work with FLAA led to her winning a $25,000 
Innovation and Leadership fellowship from the Landscape Architecture Foundation in 2018.

By: Kyle Niblett
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COLLABORATORY BRINGS 
GENERATIONAL CHANGE 
TO UF COLLEGE OF DESIGN, 
CONSTRUCTION AND 
PLANNING
By: Kyle Niblett

“Where I come from, it’s a 
little like heaven.”

These lyrics written by former University of Florida M.E. Rinker, 
Sr. School of Construction Management student Drew Copeland 
of the famous band Sister Hazel aren’t just a callback to a song 

about Gainesville. Thanks to UF-653, the phrase will soon most 
likely describe the thoughts of recent graduates from the College of 
Design, Construction and Planning.

You see, UF-653 might just be the university’s simple project 
number for the DCP Collaboratory, but it is so much more. It is a 
dream turned into reality; a fastball turned into a grand slam; a 
space of ideas turned into a century of success.

If DCP’s mission statement is to shape the world we live in, no 
other single project will help mold this earth more than the new 
50,000-square foot facility, which is scheduled to break ground 
this fall. The project, which is scheduled for completion before DCP 
nears its centennial celebration in 2025, will also feature a completely 
renovated and remodeled School of Architecture Building.

“This innovative facility is critical to the future of DCP and will 
strengthen collaborative working across all the built environment 
disciplines in the College,” DCP Dean Chimay Anumba said. “It will 
position the College well for its next phase following our Centennial in 
2025. We are most grateful for the tremendous financial and in-kind 
support of our alumni and friends, which has made this possible.”

Led by DCP graduates Angela Brooks (BDES ’87), Larry Scarpa 
(BDES ’81, MARCH ’87) and Jeffrey Huber (BDES ’02, MARCH ’04), 
the design bid for the college was awarded to Brooks+Scarpa 
Architects. The Los Angeles and Florida-based firm recently 
received the 2022 American Institute of Architects Gold Medal 
Award, the most prestigious award in the architecture discipline. 
Helping Brooks+Scarpa with building design and campus integration 
will be fellow DCP graduates Eric Kleinstuber (BDES ’02, MARCH 
’04) of KMF Architects and Laurie Hall (BLAE ’09) of CHW.

“The DCP Collaboratory is an exciting project for our studio,” Scarpa 
said. “We have several alumni staff from both our Los Angeles and 
Fort Lauderdale offices working on the project and are proud to 
give back to a place that has had a tremendous impact on all of us 
during our most formative years as students.” 

DCP COLLABORATORY CONCEPT MODEL BY BROOKS+SCARPA ARCHITECTS
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Standing at the nexus of disciplines that will define how societies 
live, move and thrive in the next century, the project will ensure our 
built and natural environments are ready for a new era of resiliency. 
Since the current architecture building was originally constructed 
in 1979, the college requires a collaborative facility that is equipped 
to fuel our partnerships and catalyze our existing strengths. As 
a result, the new facility will feature functional spaces such as a 
reconfigurable, multi-functional space known as Creative Collisions 
Commons, a brand-new research hub, a digital modeling and 
fabrication space, a massive multipurpose hall and a host of larger, 
newer educational studios and classrooms.

“We are looking forward to creating an inspirational building that will 
also have such a positive impact on future students who will spend 
their most formative years in the new building,” Scarpa added.

To build this massive structure, Stellar Construction out of 
Jacksonville has been selected as the project manager. The 
company was founded by UF Construction Hall of Fame member 
Ronald H. Foster, Sr., a 1967 Rinker graduate. Noted for its plethora 
of awards for innovation and safety excellence, Stellar will also 
oversee the work done on the existing architecture building, which 
has deteriorated considerably since its opening more than four 
decades ago and is generally unacceptable in terms of Florida 
Building Code compliance, ADA compliance, Life Safety and 
architectural finishes. 

With Stellar’s help, mandatory Florida Building Code and ADA 
compliance upgrades will be made throughout, as well as the 
addition of automatic exterior entrances and a modernization and 
upgrade to all restrooms. ADA floor level, handrails and guardrails 
corrections will also be made. Further additions include the 
installation of an automatic sprinkler system, elevator upgrades, LED 
lighting and upgrades to architectural finishes around the building.

“I am honored that Stellar will help bring DCP’s vision for a 
collaboratory to life,” Stellar CEO Mike Santarone (BBC ’83) said. 
“With the Collaboratory, the college will boost its commitment by 
providing a state-of-the-art meeting, learning and research space 
where students and faculty can study the latest industry practices 
and conceive innovative approaches that will take the industry to 
new heights.”

Upon its completion, the DCP Collaboratory will reflect real-world 
industry best practice in its instructional laboratories, making spaces, 
research facilities and student collaboration spaces. This will allow the 
college to capitalize on the strengths of its individual units, nurture 
multidisciplinary partnerships and outperform its national peers. 
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DCP FINISHES 
SECOND DURING        

2022 GATOR 
NATION GIVING 

DAY EVENT

The University of Florida held its fourth annual Gator 
Nation Giving Day on Feb. 17 and the College of Design, 
Construction and Planning set its all-time record for total 

gifts with 1,555 gifts. The total amount represented a 26 percent 
increase from 2021, when DCP came in first place for total gifts 
amongst all UF colleges with 1,233.

“To go from 155 total gifts in our first year of doing this four 
years ago to more than 1,500 this year just shows the potential 

our college has in becoming a powerhouse on this campus,” DCP 
Senior Director of Advancement Seth Watts said. “As our alumni 
engagement continues across the nation, the possibilities for 
growth in this college become endless.”

With DCP going coast-to-coast last year on its social media 
channels, the college’s theme in 2022 was “DCP Across the Globe.” 
Testimonials sprinkled in throughout the day featured graduates 
and current students from China, Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
Lebanon, Nepal, Nigeria, Peru, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela and many 
others.

According to the Giving Day website, Gator Nation Giving Day 
is a 24-hour fundraising event, started in 2019, that calls on all 
UF alumni, students, faculty, staff, families and friends to come 
together to support the university and all of its areas of positive 
impact in our state, nation and world.

	 YEAR	 GIFTS	 DOLLAR AMOUNT
	 2019	 155	 $244,803.77
	 2020	 300	 $10,900,000.00*
	 2021	 1,233*	 $1,042,396.40 
	2022	 1,555^	 $101,790.35

* First among all colleges at UF  ^ Second among all colleges at UF

By: Kyle Niblett
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By: Kyle Niblett

Led by No. 1 ranked Onicx, the University of Florida College of Design, Construction  
and Planning placed 14 alumni-owned companies on the 2022 Gator100, the UF Alumni 
Association announced Friday, April 22, in a ceremony inside the Exactech Arena at the 
Stephen C. O’Connell Center. The annual list recognizes the 100 fastest-growing  
Gator-owned or Gator-led businesses in the world. Since 2018, DCP grads with successful 
businesses have made up more than 20 percent of the Gator100.

“We are very pleased that DCP alumni continue to make a strong impact in the 
business world,” DCP Dean Chimay Anumba said.

In addition to two honorees in the top three and four in the top 13 businesses overall, M.E. Rinker, Sr. School of Construction 
Management graduate Jon Antevy (BDES ’93, MSBC ’94) and his brother Ron were named the recipients of the S. Clark 
Butler Pinnacle Award, which recognizes an established business leader or leaders who have demonstrated success in their 
industry. The Rinker Construction Hall of Fame members earned the award by creating the revolutionary company e-Builder, 
which offers industry-specific construction management software and enables capital project owners to increase efficiency 
and save money. 

1. Onicx Group (Dhvanit Patel, BSBC ’98)
3. Bryan Builders (Scott Bryan, BSBC ‘00 & Martin Foster, BSBC ’92)
12. Park & Eleazer Construction (Forrest Eleazer, BSBC ‘06, MS ’08)
13. Springer Construction (Jeremy Voss, BSBC ’03 & Cole Springer, BSBC ’14)
47. Action Equipment (Bruno-Elias Ramos, BDES ‘82, MARCH ’85)
58. Miller Construction Management (Harley Miller, BBC ’69 & Brian Sudduth, BSBC ’00)
68. Hennessy Construction Services (Mark Stalker, BBC ’81)
75. Edge Construction (Marcelo Vila, BDES ‘03, MARCH ‘05; Thomas Manos, BSBC ‘08 & Eric Weiss, BSBC ’08)
81. Marquis Latimer + Halback, Inc. (Jeremy Marquis, BLAE ‘08 & Fremont Latimer, MLA ’10)
84. Moss & Associates (Scott Moss, BSBC ’96)
85. kasper architects + associates (Erik Kasper, BDES ‘92, MARCH ’94 & Chris Densmore, BDES ’04, MARCH ’06)
88. Scott + Cormia Architecture and Interiors (Kristine Gilmore, BDES ‘04 & Liz Seay, BDES ’06)
91. Cava Companies (Frank Cava, BSBC ’98)
97. BASE Construction (Travis Bonnett, BSBC ’97 & Shawn Willerer, BSBC ’08)

ONICX NAMED TOP GATOR-OWNED BUSINESS;  
ANTEVY BROTHERS HONORED AT 2022 GATOR100 EVENT
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INAUGURAL GATOR 
GOLD AWARD 

RAISES THOUSANDS 
OF DOLLARS FOR 

DCP STUDENTS

NEW YORK – Held inside the prestigious 
Century Club in the heart of 

New York City, nearly 100 distinguished alumni and friends of 
the University of Florida College of Design, Construction and 
Planning gathered on a brisk October night this past fall for the 
inaugural Gator Gold Award event. The gala was sponsored 
by industry leader StructureTone and hosted by Cat Lindsay 
(BDES ’86).

“It was exciting to meet so many new faces, while also 
connecting with alumni and friends who are so willing to invest 
in our students,” Dean Chimay Anumba said. “The generosity 
shown by all involved is yet another example that DCP is a 
student-centric college and we do everything possible to 
ensure our students’ success.”

Thanks to a silent auction featuring sculptures, artwork, signed 
sports memorabilia and more, DCP raised thousands of dollars 
for student-focused support. The dollars raised were then put 
toward supporting student travel to conferences, study abroad 
programs, research and scholarships.

“These types of events really ease the nerves of someone who 
is just starting their career,” said Isabella Guttuso (MLARCH 
’22), a graduate student who attended the gala and spent the 
week visiting DCP alumni in the Big Apple. “Meeting everyone 
was super inspiring because you see how the education at DCP 
has led them to success in New York City.”

Sebastian Suarez, a student in the UF School of Architecture, 
agreed.

“The fundraising helped broaden opportunities me and other 
students have. Getting to meet all these graduates and all the 

different perspectives they bring to their disciplines was great.” 
In addition, World Monuments Fund President Emerita Bonnie 
Burnham was named the inaugural recipient of the Gator Gold 
Award. The GOLD stands for Gator Outreach for Leadership 
and Development and creates a standard for the work DCP 
alumni and friends do to support the college and students. Not 
only does the award recognize a distinguished individual, but 
it is also an avenue for those who no longer live in Gainesville 
to support DCP students in their academic careers and future 
endeavors. 

For 30 years, Burnham transformed the WMF into a worldwide 
conservation powerhouse, raising $300 million during her 
tenure and completing 600 projects in 120 countries. The 
mere presence of her at the event left many DCP faculty, staff 
and students in awe.

“We were delighted to honor Bonnie,” UF Historic Preservation 
Program Acting Director Dr. Cleary Larkin said. “She is known 
the world over as an inspiration to everyone in the design and 
preservation profession.”

Overall, the black-tie affair was the culmination of several 
days in New York where DCP faculty, staff and students 
fellowshipped with members of the OneDCP family they don’t 
normally get to see on a regular basis down in Gainesville.

“Three quarters of these people I have never met before, so 
it is so nice to know there is such a large DCP community in 
New York City,” two-time DCP graduate Dori Raskin (BDES 
’93, MARCH ’96) said. “Whether it is New York, Chicago or Los 
Angeles, UF graduates are everywhere and that is a testament 
to the strength of DCP, the faculty and the programs offered.”

By: Kyle Niblett
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C ol. Jack W. Martin and Wayne S. McCall were inducted 
into the M.E. Rinker, Sr. School of Construction 
Management Hall of Fame this past September on 

the campus of the University of Florida. The Hall of Fame 
honors those who have truly distinguished themselves in the 
construction profession.

“The Rinker School Hall of Fame is very important to us because 
it is the one chance, the one opportunity we have, to recognize 
the legacy builders today,” Rinker School Director Robert F. Cox 
said. “A lot of people’s lives are touched every time.”

Col. Martin made a remarkable impact at the Rinker School, 
where he was honored for his many contributions during his 
years of teaching as a professor. In addition to creating the 
Soils and Concrete Laboratory and personally supporting 
student scholarships, Martin was able to bring a wealth of 

experiences from his prior 24-year construction career in the 
military.

The distinguished veteran attended West Point Military 
Academy and went on to receive his master’s degree in 
engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
He received numerous awards for his service, including: 
Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Medal, 
Air Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, Army 
Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Army of 
Occupation Medal (Germany), National Service Medal with 
Oak Leaf Cluster and Vietnam Service and Campaign Medals.

“It is a big thrill because teaching for 21-plus years, it is like a 
family. To be designated as a smaller family [of inductees] is 
really, really special,” Martin said.

DISTINGUISHED VETERAN AND 
CEO ALUMNUS INDUCTED 

INTO RINKER HALL OF FAME By: Victoria Goncharova
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As the CEO of three construction companies (Perry-McCall, 
Parrish McCall and Elkins Construction), McCall has extensive 
constructive management experience with a broad range of 
clients from healthcare to entertainment. His father-in-law, 
Charles Perry, was a previous Rinker Hall of Fame inductee in 
1983, and formed the Perry-McCall company with him.

The CEO is a proud graduate of the Rinker School and a long-
term supporter of UF. In fact, his company has built many of 
the buildings on campus and is currently working on the new 
football training facility.

“I believe it is a capstone,” said McCall, commenting on what 
being inducted means to him. “It lets me understand how 
important it is to have a great business with great employees 
because that’s how we get here. We do not do this by 
ourselves; it’s a team effort.”

The event was hosted by Hall of Fame member Steve Palmer 
and attended by a plethora of other Hall of Fame members, 
including UF Board of Trustees member David L. Brandon.

Exactly six months to the day after being inducted, Martin 
passed away on March 18, 2022. He was 93.

“Jack was one of the most beloved faculty in our school,” Cox 
said. “He remained actively involved in Rinker functions long 
after his retirement. Students from the late ‘70s and early ‘80s 
have shared fond memories of referring to him as ‘No Slack 
Jack’ and ‘Dr. Dirt.’”
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PIN50
CELEBRATION

The University of Florida College of Design, Construction and Planning is a global leader in its Historic Preservation 
Program, which bridges all disciplines the college offers and prepares the next generation of leaders to safeguard historic 
architectural and cultural resources. The Preservation Institute program, within Historic Preservation, has identified specific 

cities that are pivotal to preserve, and focuses research on these communities. The Historic Preservation Program and the 
Preservation Institute programs are the catalyst to recognizing the importance of historic preservation. The Preservation Institute 
Nantucket (PIN), our original Preservation Institute, celebrates its 50th anniversary this year.

Established in 1972, PIN is an inspired collaboration between Walter Beinecke, Jr., and Professor F. Blair Reeves, who described PIN 
as a way “to create a symposium for students from a diversity of academic programs and locales to use Nantucket as a laboratory 
to study preservation and to document its historic architecture.”  

Beinecke, an established entrepreneur, developed a concept to 
preserve Nantucket’s built and natural environment while also 
creating a historical cultural destination. By partnering with 
UF and Reeves, Beinecke’s vision for preservation, as well as 
research, would allow this idea to come to fruition. Today, PIN is 
the oldest living laboratory for historic preservation. 

“Fifty years ago, the grand vision of theirs became a reality,” UF 
Historic Preservation Program Board of Advocates Chair Buddy 
Jacobs said. “Fifty-years later, historic preservation students 
from throughout the world compete to attend PIN’s summer 
programming and carry forward Walter and Blair’s legacy.” 

PIN has welcomed more than 700 participants from 110-plus 
institutions. Beinecke and Reeves’ vision has allowed for the 
research and documentation of more than 60 of Nantucket’s 
historic structures. The archives created by our students will 
allow for future generations and visitors to the island to learn 
about its historic past. 

Thanks to PIN, DCP will continue to provide an important 
leadership role in the community by developing effective 
strategies for identifying, documenting, preserving, and 
interpreting the cultural and natural resources of Nantucket. As 
we celebrate 50 years, we reflect on the partnership of Walter 
Beinecke, Jr. and Blair Reeves which led to a “historic program” 
for the greater Historic Preservation Program and beyond.  

By: Maggie Drotos
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